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Hope Soars for Ed Complex by '78
by Bob C. Hall
"Watchful waiting" seems to describe
a suspenseful atmosphere at Boise State
University this month as the 1976legis
lative session churns steadily toward one
historic BSU building decision and
another bttdget vote that could bring the
university to "par" with ather state
universities for the first time in its
history.
BSU's legislative hopes soared when
Governor Cecil Andrus made a special
point in his budget message to law
makers of the need for "full funding" of a
proposed $3.3 million dollar School of
Education structure that would be the
first "home" for that key school since
BSU was founded.
Backing the Governor's support of the
building fund was the State Board of
Education which had listed the seven
story, 70,000 square-foot structure as
one of its three highest priority requests
to this session.
To pay building costs, Governor
Andrus asked the lawmakers to spend
funds from the Permanent Building
Fund and supplement that Wit money
anticipated in the state's general fund
surplus.
From the BSU campus, legislators
heard pleas to approve the education
building from President John Barnes
and, later, from students mounting a
petition campaign in support of the
proposal.
After the building request, President
Barnes remindedthe Joint Finance Com
mittee that he and the State Board of
Education have a high priority stamp on
bringing BSU to general funding equal
ity with other universities in the state,
in this session.
BSU's funding "lag", a traditional
handicap at the growing school he said,
amounts to $1.4 million according to a
six-month State Board of Education
study conducted last fiscal year. That
study analyzed equality of funding, per
student and per academic activity, at all
universities in the state system.
In those basic undergraduate courses
and activities in which it is asked to
achieve similar performance to other
schools in the state, BSU operates with
$1. 4million less, annually, than its sister
institutions, the state board analysts
reported.
Will the legislature meet this historic
inequity with some "resource modifica
tion" help, at this session? President
Barnes said this week he senses a new
awareness of the problem by the law
makers,but is cautious about getting the
full "equality"amount this time.
One other BSU money problem on
which legislators will rule could have
dramatic effect on the university's aca
demic quality. Three programs that
were started last fall with state board
need legislative fund ing
approval
approval before they move to "per
manent" status in the university cata-.
Iogue.
They are the new Masters Degree in
Public Administration program; the
already-popular Masters' D e gree in
Secondary Education and a sophomo.re
year continuation of the new Radiologic
Technology program.
•
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SEVEN-STORY EDUCATION COMPLEX will look like this, if full funding recommended by Board of Educa
tion and Governor Andrus is approved by legislature. Focus artist Chuck Scheer visualized building on photo
of actual construction underway on science portion of complex [right foreground].

Workers Pay Tribute to Green
"He had a rare empathy for people ...
in our operation that showed up in the
way our people would work because they
knew he wanted something achieved.He
would make time regularly to walk clear
through the housing operations, visiting

with students and custodians . ..he was
just a very fair,verywell-likedguy,"
BSU Housing Director Jon Vestal is
one of many university department
heads already feeling the missing
personal "touch" of the late Roger

Green, Financial Vice-President who
lost a three-year struggle to survive the
ravageof cancer early this month.
One of the university's best-liked top
administrators, Green held one of three
Vice-Presidential postsunder President
John Barnes.His influence was directly
over all university accounting, budget
ing, purchasing and payroll operations,
plus a demanding array of the school's
key serviceagencies-housing, building
and grounds, the printing plant and
campus book store.
Most department heads said they
were "managing OK" in routine agency
operations while the post Green held
remained vacant this month. But allad
mitted some problems in the speedy
resolution of major policy matters which
had formerly been a Green specialty.
While BSU waited the search for a
successor, department heads are holding
more frequent consultation sessions to
keep a sense of what one called
"cohesiveness" between operating units.
Also, President John Barnes, with
two key Green Lieutenants, Gordon
Phillips and Ron Turner, have stayed in
close touch on major decisions over
financial policy and procedures during
the vacancy period.
President Barnes had nostatement to
make about the search for a new Finan
cial Vice-President, as of Focus press
time. But it was learned that several
applications for the position have been
made, mostly on a volunteer, informal
basis.
One executive council action last week
cleared the way for the handling of BSU
financial activities requiring an autho·

Roger D. Green 1939-1976
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Driscolls Boost
GifttoBSU

Director of Gifts & Endowments Jan
Baxter announced this week a major
boost has been received for "the
largest private scholarship fund at
BSU". He worked with Mr. and Mrs. J.
Lynn Driscoll this month on fmal details
that will add $50-thousand to the John
Lynn Driscoll, Jr. Scholarship Trust.
Of that total, $48-thousand came from
Mr.and Mrs. Driscoll, while $2-thousand
was added by their daughter, Mrs.
Randall Fawcett, Los Banos, California.
That raises the total amount in the
Driscoll Trust to $100-thousand. Interest
.from that fund generates annual scholar
ship awards to Idaho residents, with
financial need as a major consideration.
More than twenty BSU students will
receive scholarship funding each year, at
BSU, based on income projection from
the trust,says Baxter.
Namesake for the fund is John L.
Driscoll, Jr., who died in 1941, age 43,
during a training flight accident as an
aviation cadet. Three years ago, the
Driscoll family that has been a pioneer of
banking in Boise,established the memo
rial fund to benefit BSU students.
Driscoll Hall on this campus isanother
memorial to their son.

BSU Prison Classes Open Educational Doors

Over 45 prisoners, many of the
veterans,attended an organizational
meeting earlier this month. Percfull,
veteran's club president, says about 27
vets will take the 12 credit full-time load.

By Larry Burke
When Bob Love "hits the streets"
after serving a prison term for kidnapping, he says he will re·enter society a
changed man.
After years of wandering from his
Michigan home and an eventual 10 year

Hinman, vice-president of the club,
and Percfull both emphasize that Idaho
taxpayers are not paying much for the
prisoners' education. Veteran students,
like those on the outside, pay for their

prison sentence, the tall, soft·spoken
inmate at the Idaho Penitentiary says he
finally has found the key that will unlock
the barred doors to a new life.
That key? College education.

education with G.l.benefits. Others pay
from money they earn in prison or have
sent from home.Officials say about $600
in prison money went into the program.
"Responsibility is a funny word in this
place," says Percfull about the institutionalized life style in prison."A man has

A self-admitted drifter who worked in
everything from newspapers to fast food
outlets,Love's first contact with college
education came from Boise State's prison
classes. Now he says education is the
only way he can stay away from the life
he knew before.
"If I had to go on the streets and take a
40 hour a week job I would be right back

to my old routine. College has helped me
develop the tools to better myself," he
says.
Up for possible parole in September,
Love is anxious to continue the educationa! sequence he started in prison. He
will enroll in BSU classes with businessmath major in sight.
"There are so many people in college
you can meet who are looking to better
themselves ...it's a better atmosphere to

work myself back into society," he adds.
"It will take a landslide to get me back in
here."
Bob Love's story is but one example of
the new educational doors that are being
opened for students in the BSU prison
program. Time and time again other
prisoners echo his feelings in phrases
that college recruiters would love to
hear.

One young prisoner: "The way 1 see it,
you have the option of $15 and a ticket
back here or education."

Another, serving a life sentence: "I
don't know what I'd do without these
classes. _Now time isn1. wasted because
it's going to benefit me."
A third, in for kidnapping: "By
attending classes a man becomes more
educated to his surroundings ... he's
given alternatives.
Organized largely through the enthu
siastic "Veterans in a Changing World"
club at the prison, three classes were
started this fall in a program that
inmates hope will eventually become a
regular part of prison life.
Inmates give heavy credit to BSU
officials Guy Hunt and Gary Bermeosolo
for support that got the fall classes off
the ground.But one man all inmates say
is a "Good guy wearing a white hat " is
math professor Giles Maloof. Often
teaching without pay at the prison,they
credit Maloof with "saving the program "
in days when it was struggling.

Last fall is not the first time BSU has
been involved on the prison education
scene. At the old site BSU ran a program
that featured at least one class each
semester.In past years Eunice Wallace,
Mario Delisio,Glenn Selander, Anthony
Bohner, Bill Mech, Clay Hahn, Dave
Torbet, Robert Cassell, Phoebe Lundy,
Charles Phillips, Robert Corbin, Martin

to reach a point in life where he has the
maturity to accept responsibility. Many
people are in here because they can't
accept that ...things like going to class,
studying and taking tests give them that

BSU VETERANS outreach counselor Pat Neeser, right, was at the Idaho Penitentiary earlier this month to explain educational benefits to "Veterans in a Changing
World" club members. Through efforts by the veterans and BSU administrators, the
university will offer four elasses at the prison spring semester.
Scheffer, Allan Fletcher, and others
have taught the old prison site.
But the program began in earnest last
fall at the new site.Brought under BSU's
continuing Education Office,courses will
now be offered on a more regular basis,
says director Bill Jensen. Fall classes
included math by Maloof, philosophy by
Alan Brinton and sociology by John
Clark.
Prison education director Don
Brannam is quick to mention the success
ratio of students enrolled in the classes.
"If I saw lots of D's and drops, I'd close it
down. But that just isn't the case
.. .inmates are getting gr�des just as
good as any class on the outside."

Brannam said on a recent ACT English
entrance test 17 out of 25 passed. Four
others just barely missed. Those results
were about the same as those by general
college freshman.
Prison veteran's club officers Dale
Hinman and Richard Percfull say the
inmates hope the classes will continue
each year, including summers. Ideally,
enough classes will be offered to give
prisoners a solid start on their education
so they can easily jump into college when
they are released.
This spring semester, they claim, will
be a turning point. If prison response
continues to grow, chances for an
ongoing program look better.

�BSH Grads Report-.1Gb
Despite widely-publicized job short
ages and a slow 1975 economy, Boise
State University graduates had more
job·hunting success t�an their counter
parts nationwide, according to a survey
released by BSU Career and Financial
Services director Richard Rapp.
In sharp contrast to early predictions,
that 1975 would be a slow year for
college graduates, the BSU office
reported 62 percent of its 466 registrants
have found jobs. That percentage i s
exactly the same a s last year,and differs
from the 18 percent decrease reported
nationally.
Of the other B S U job-seekers, 8
percent entered graduate school, 4 per
cent had plans other than work, 16 per
cent didn't respond and 10 percent were
still looking for work.
Rapp attributed part of the success
ratio to the healthy Idaho economy that
didn't feel the full effects of the recent
economic downturn. But more impor
tant, he gave credit to the "career
oriented " students the school attracts.
"Many students here have their feet
on the ground . .. they work part-time,

are married or are veterans. Employers
like these types of graduates."
The report again pointed out that
most BSU graduates stay in the Gem
State to work. This year 84 percent
stayed in Idaho, with the Treasure
Valley area attracting 70 percent.
But desire to stay in Idaho can hurt
graduates' job chances,said Rapp.
"We are pleased that BSU is meeting
the employment needs of Idaho," he
said."But those who are still looking for
work have one thing in common-they
won't relocate to where the jobs are.We
could place almost every one of our
graduates if they would be more willing
to move to other states."
While most of the placement regis·
trants found jobs,· most bad to "work a
little harder to find them " Rapp claimed.
His office sent 3,050 sets of credentials
to prospective employers in 1975 com
pared to 2,630 the year before. That
increase indicates to Rapp that gradu
ates "had to hustle a little more this
year."
According to statistics in the report,
graduates in nursing, accounting and

Tribute to Green comes from fellow workers
rized university signature. Administra
tive Service Coordinator Gordon Phillips
was named the man who1l sign official
documents issued by the financial
offices, while both Phillips and Budget
Director Ron Turner are authorized to
sign university payroll checks.
But while technical parts of his
administration were thus transferred
smoothly to others,the strong feeling of
respect and motivation Green spurred in
his associates was clearly missed,
according to statements to Focus this
week.
Executive Vice-President Dick Bul
lington talked about Green's "credi
bility", built in a short time, with
university academic staffers. A key
word about Roger was his sincerity.
People appreciated that he believed the

service agencies were truly supposed to
service the university's primary mission
-the education of students."
"Our people came to believe that what
he said he would do would get done ...
they saw his sensitivity t o their
problems result in action in many, many
examples."

responsibility."
"Take sociology, for example. A man
can get a good look at maybe why he did
what he did: Instead of talking about
what crime he committed or what crime
he is going to commit, now he is talking
about why he did it."

Inmates say the classes fill an important intellectual void that exists without
outside visits by BSU professors. Many
want to go into sociology or counseling
so they can change the system when

they get out.

Education director Don Brannam says
the classes are growing in stature as
part of the prison program."Right now,"
he says "we are kind of trying it out to
see if it can work into the program."
"As I see it, classes are a good place

for a person to spend constructive time
...when we've got inmates taking 6-12
credit hours a week it's a good bargain
for the money we put into it."

uceess

marketing had the easiest time finding
jobs, with nearly three-fourths of the
registrants in those fields placed. Rapp
also cited improved employment trends
in agriculture related jobs,especially for
business students. State government
was the largest single employer of BSU
grads.
Perhaps the most surprising fact,
Rapp pointed out,was in teaching where
77 percent of the elementary education
graduates found jobs in an otherwise
tight market. For secondary education
graduates,physical education reported a
success ratio of 72 percent. Teachers in
English, math, communication and art
also had good job hunting results.
"Idaho is not yet feeling the impact of
�he national teacher surplus. It's a grow
mg state and teachers can still find work
here," said Rapp.
The graduate in the worst hiring posi
tion is the one holding a liberal arts
degree, according to placement figures.
Only 41 percent of the liberal arts grads
registere d with Rapp's office were
placed.

Continued from page

he introduced.
All department heads operated with
six-month plans that were initiated by
that department head, under his signa
ture,noted Phillips.

Dr.Bullington said this was the key to
Green's operating success, beneath an
exterior that was always "congenial,
informal and very easy-going."

"After submission of the plan and his
agreement with the objectives, he left
you alone with great authority to run
your operation," said Phillips. He said
that brought a great sense of direction
and internal responsibility to all workers
in his department.

Budget Director Ron Turner and Ser
vices Coordinator Gordon Phillips agreed
that Green greatly improved fiscal
operations at BSU by two methods he
stressed.They were the "better depart
mentalization " of financial operations
and a management-by-objective policy

"He made it a policy to know every
body,from the top position on down . ..
I'm sure that was why he was so
generally popular . . . a very rare
individual," recalled Phillips and Turner.
Vice·President For Student Affairs

1

David Taylor saw still another facet of
Green's contribution to the university's
life. He called it "a liberality in tolerating
new ideas ...a genuine willingness to be
sure that this system works for the
benefit of the students,first."
Dr. Taylor said Green's congenial,
easy-going style cloaked a "very hard
working, intense attention to problems
. . . he would stay with a problem to be
sure that it was solved . . . he always
wanted to help in any way he could to
see if we could make things work a little
bit better."
Both Dr. Bullington and Dr. Taylor
admitted their own operating burdens
had grown, in the absence of Green's
counsel on financial aspects of their
operations.
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Ed Complex to Open
''New Era'': Wallace
by Bob c. Hall
"If we get the funds to build all of the
buildin�s we hope for, we'll be able to
handle any probable enrollment increase
in education courses for the next ten
years."
On the other hand, admits Dean
Gerald Wallace about the seven-story
School of Education building whose fate
is now with the Idaho legislature:
"If we don't get the building this time,
we'll just have to keep patching this
thing together the way we have . . . the
hard way."

Union
Started

Teachers at Boise State University
have formed the school's first union in an
effort to "help unify the faculty on educa
tion and welfare objectives," according

to the group's acting president Dr. J.
Patrick Bieter.
The group will be affiliated with the
American Federation of Teachers.
"This frankly is a union," Bieter ex
plains. "We want to be the bargaining
unit for the faculty in salary and welfare
matters." More specific objectives will
be drawn up at the group's January
meeting, he says.
Started in early December, the union
now has 63 signed members. Bieter says
he hopes for at least 100 by February 1.
Total faculty at BSU numbers about 360.
"We hope this organization will bring
the faculties together. In the past we
have been fragmented .. in many cases
we don't even know each other. It has
been impossible to have any concerted
action," Bieter notes.
Establishment of the Boise State
union means all four year institutions in
Idaho are affiliated with the American
Federation of Teachers. Bieter says the
group will work closely with other
schools to present a united front to the
State Board of Education and the Legis

lature.
Bieter says the union will take a close
look at the collective bargaining bill
before the Legislature before it con
siders joining the nationwide swing

toward "militant" tactics.
"As far as militancy goes, it will
depend on our objectives," explains the
BSU education professor. "Certainly
militant action has improved public
school teachers' benefits in the past
years while colleges have fallen behind.
"But personally, I don't think we can
even talk about a strike with college
faculty. Most of us would be pretty
uncomfortable about that."

Petitions Seek
"Full Funding"
Boise State Universitv students added
their voices this week to those of univer
sity administrators, Idaho's governor
and the State Board of Education, all

aimed at the 1976legfslative session as it
weighs a major new building "go ahead"
for the BSU campus.
Students John Elliott and Randy Bir
kenbine say they are leaders of a "grass
roots" student drive to fill petitions with

student names in support of the gover
nor's request for $3,350,000.00 from this
legislature to build Phase Two of a
BSU science-education complex.
The move brings BSU student cam
paigners into harmony with school
officials and state politic.al leaders who
have already urged the legislators to put
BSU's education building need at the top
of their higher education funds list this
session.

--.-·

Dean Wallace is the BSU adminis
trator with the most at stake as the
legislature ponders a Governor Andrus
recommendation that full funding be
approved to complete key phases of the
Science-Education complex here.
Already, the 90,000 square-foot,
three-story Science section is showing
its concrete ribs on the Boise River edge
of the campus.If approved this session,
the 70,000 square foot, seven-story
Education section will begin to rise as
"phase two" of the structure, in 1977.
On their respective floors, each School
of Education department would have
offices for the faculty of that discipline,
arranged adjacent to the specialized

laboratories, demonstration rooms and
reference materials rooms that those
people use daily.
Via a connecting lobby, students and
faculty will have swift in-building access

to the rich array of science classrooms
and laboratories of the Sciences section
-vital study areas for student teachers
of the science subjects.

A Night-Day Difference
When he contrasts that potential
operation to what his 1,400 education
students and 167 faculty people now
struggle through on campJls, Dean
Wallace calls it "the difference between
night and day".
Scattered education students and

faculty run a confusing, time-wasting
gamut hauling themselves and their
equipment from one borrowed class site
to another, on a time-wasting daily
baaia, he says._

SMILES AND SERIOUS BUSINESS were a mixture when Boise State students
mingled with Idaho legislators at annual Legislative Breakfast hosted by Greater
Boise Chamber of Commerce at student union. Top photo, House Speaker Allu
Larsen, Blacldoot, finds funny things in common with BSU politician Mike BoHman,
Payette. Mike is a BSU student senator. Center photo, guest speaker Dr. Norman
Gardner, University of Utah president, gets elose attention from head table guests.
Lower photo, Representative Gordon Hollifield gives serious report to fellow Jerome
resident Debbie Malone, a BSU student who joined him at the breakfast meetin«·

�

Sample: Elementary education stu
dents must move regularly all over Boise
to find "borrowed" space from Boise area
schools where they can study typical
classroom systems in action.
In the new building, sample class
rooms, furnished to offer the same
"real-life" experience, will be build-in
conveniences just a few floors away from
all departments.

Sample: A teacher of Early Childhood
education may haul demonstration
tables, materials and texts across cam

pus to a classroom, use part of the teach
ing hour to get set up, then use another
part of the period to tear down the
setup, before hauling it all back to a
central storage point again.
Next class day, the same teacher goes
through the same hauling and setup
procedure for another portion of the
class work. This is serious waste in time
and materials wear, worries Dean
Wallace.
Help for Grad Students
If funds permit, the installation of a
special graduate student and research
area would close another sorry picture of
education school facilities here, he

hopes.
Graduate students now huddle with
advisors in backrooms and basements of
old homes in the nearby neighborhood.

They haul research gear with them or
try to maintain a spot in corners of the
library building.
Dr. Wallace likes to think the top floor
of the new building would be in heavy
use as the school's graduate center,
where seminar space, research seclusion
and specialty materials could be at the
ready.
Once on their own floors, each depart
ment would have vacated a significant
campus building area as a major relief to
the class crowding crisis throughout the
university's four major schools.
Biggest beneficiary would be the
Library building, where most current
education faculty and service units take

up space. Other spaces in the liberal arts
building, the old science building and the
business building will be released back
to those school's own growth needs.

Bikes Win in New Mall
Bicyclers and walkers will get the
lion's share of traffic rights, for a
change, when Boise State University
completes the newest on-campus link in
Boise's riverfront green belt develop
ment this coming year.
According to plans and sketches made
of the BSU pedestrian mall project by
architects, walkers and bicycles will
enjoy a paved 14-foot wide riverside lane
that passes native shrubbery, an obser
vation deck and other rustic rest points
designed into the mall area.
Automobile traffic , on the other
hand, will have some major restrictions.
Only after major public events such as
ball games, concerts and plays will a one
way traffic lane be opened along the mall
route. Divided from the pedestrian bike
lane by posts, the auto lane will be just
twelve feet wide, "paved" with a tough,
low-growing turf JUass.

BSU has a $90-thousand fund reserved
for the project. Final approval to get
detailed construction plans completed
for a State Board approval was given to
BSU by the State Board of Education at
its early December session.
President John Barnes says the mall is
a vital part of a long-range program to
clear more land along the former
two-lane riverside road for eventual
installation of more buildings.
The first of those projects is the new
BSU sciences building, now rising beside
the pedestrian mall route. Next one
planned will be the first BSU building
designed for the School of Education.
That school now has its one-thousand
students scattered in other buildings
But the school must have state legisla
tive appropriation approval, during the
coming legislative session, before the
education building becomes a reality.

Faculty Prome

Former Olympian Trades Bikes for Books
by Larry Burke
Someday BSU math professor Richard Ball is going to be the subject of a trivia
question that will have the sports nuts running to their old record books. It will go
something like this: What Boise resident was captain of the 1972 Olympic road race
cycling team and led his team to the highest U.S. fmish ever?
The answer, of course, comes in the form of the mild mannered, soft spoken math
professor.
Tucked away in the basement of BSU's math center complex, Rick Ball and his
Olympic exploits are almost unknown to Idahoans.
But it's all true. In 1972 he was among America's athletic elite who went to Munich
to compete with the world's best.
Unlike such stars as Mark Spitz, the Games didn't exactly tum the name Richard
Ball into a household word. Cycling draws only a yawn from the American public.
Those who do watch the sport usually follow the faster, indoor track races.
A slower, 62 mile race like Ball's four man team trial event is virtually ignored by
television. The idea of four men in an intricate single file team race against the clock
is a sure loser in the Nielsen ratings. Even Ball calls it "boring for the spectators."
But among the cycling world the name Rick Ball still quickly catches attention.
He is most known for his fast rise in a sport that usually takes years of training.
Ball began cycling in a not-so-serious way after he graduated from college. His
first purchase, he says, was a racing bike.
About his second year in graduate school at the University of Wisconsin he began
to get serious about competition. He entered races and slowly became successful.
A turning point came in 1970 when he met U-W physiologist Bruno Balke. Balke's
advice totally changed Ball's training program and pointed him toward the top.

Instead of long, five hour trips that Ball now calls "relatively unproductive," he
concentrated on shorter, wind sprint-like "intervals." That winter he worked indoors
on "rollers," a bicycle treadmill, and he began a new diet method that included
"carbohydrate loading" for quick energy before races.

His new devotion and revamped training methods led to a berth on the 1971 Pan
American team. Ball was 26 when he made the squad, an age when most athletes
have retired to the grandstands. More remarkable, he had been cycling for only two
years.
It was at the Pan Am Games in Cali, Columbia that Ball's training ideas earned
national audience. Previously known as a newcomer, his performance-and his
theories-attracted the attention of America's cyclists.
His teammates tried them and made improvement. By 1972 most of the team was
using his methods. Now many of Ball's revolutionary ideas are known in the popular
cycling literature as the "Madison School."
Ball calls the Pan Am Games, not the Olympics, as the highlight of his career.
He says the South Americans treat cyclists as national heros. Even on training
runs, people would crowd their village streets to touch the cyclists. They were
constantly hounded by autograph hunters, something new for the Americans.

In one race the Columbians threw rose petals at the racers, a far cry from the U.S.
where Ball says "you're lucky to dodge the flying beer bottles."
The Olympics he feels are too "big time." He resents the showy metal race that
overshadows the individual competitions.
Competition in the Olympics for him was an intensely personal thing. "I was there
for private, internal reasons . . . it had to do with bicycles," he says. "There is a lot
more to the experience than gold medals."
His four man team did well, for American cyclists. Despite low team morale over a
coaching dispute, they finished 14 out of 35 teams, the highest ever for a U.S. squad.
In the process they beat traditional powers like West Germany and France and all
the South American teams.
Ball clings to the Olympic ideal, despite the tragedy that marred the Munich
events.
"After your event there is a tremendous relief . . . the athletes all get together and
have a good time. It's that part of the Olympics that make it look like a huge
international youth carnival," he comments.
I know it's a cliche, but it is really true that there is no ideology between
athletes."
After the 1972 Games, the Wisconsin cyclist was faced with a serious career
decision. He puts it in simple terms. "Life is more than pushing pedals . . . I had to
keep things in perspective."
He thought about the tempting European professional circuit. Some of its stars,
like Belgium's Eddy Merckx, earn over $1 million a year. Many racers Ball had
beaten were in Europe, and succeeding on the tour.
But he gave up serious racing and returned to work on his doctoral thesis, a
project he had started in 1967. He finished in 1974 and came to Boise State that fall.
Ball looks back on his short but colorful career with a touch of nostalgia. Those
early days were filled with weekend bus trips to races in all parts of the Midwest.
There were times when he would leave Friday and get back just in time to teach his
Monday classes.
"The imagery which best captures the hectic life is that of a traveling circus," he
said in a Cyclenews Magazine interview in 1974. "It's frantic, exciting, colorful and
entertaining but there's always next week and the cast is always nearly the same."
Ball and his wife Joan Winn continue to be avid riders. They don't own a ear, and if
they get one it will be "a conces.iion to necessity," he insists. He recommends cycling
to exercise enthusiasts because it is not hard on the bones and joints like running.
He has entered some races since coming to Boise. One was the annual Bogus Basin
Hill Climb. He won and set a record that still stands.
He is active in the Boise Cycle Club, where he advises local racers. Some of them
have a chance to advance to higher competition, he says. But they must go to the
midwest or east for more experience before they will develop into national caliber
racers.
Why did the math teacher get into the carnival life of international bicycle racing?
He said·it best in the Cyclenews interview.
"I think deep down "1'm a ham. And that's not only what appeals· tO 'me 'about
bicycle racing but about math teaching as well."
"

Rick BaD
math
teacher

racer

People on the Move
In Vo-Tech
Glen Linder and Erma Calliea of the
vo-teeh school attended the 69th annual
convention of the American Voeational
Association at Anaheim, Calif. Dec.
5-10. Terrell H. Bell, U.S. Commissioner
of Education was speaker at the opening
session of the convention.

In Business
Wayne E. White, Program Director of
Aviation Management was recently
appointed as National Chairman of the
Executive Council of the University
Aviation Association. The two year
appointment was made by Dr. Oliver H.
Laine, Federal Aviation Administration,
Washington, D.C. White recently at
tended the University Aviation Associa
tion/National Business Aircraft Associa
tion conference in New Orleans and
presided in his new national capacity.
The U.S. Navy Department recently
selected White as a member of an eight
man team to serve on an inspection tour

of advanced flight training in San Diego,
January 21-23. The team will go aboard
the nuclear powered aircraft carrier,
U.S.S. Kitty Hawk for the inspection
visitation of Naval Air training exer
cises.

In Math
Dr. M. Sugiyama, BSU math profes
sor, participated in a week long "Mod
Comp" computer training session held
by the City of Boise. The session was
held by the computer company to train
operators and programmers on the new
system which the city recently pur
chased.
Dr. Riehard Ball will leave Jan. 21 for
San Antonio, Texas for a meeting of the
American Mathematical Society.
Dr. Otia Kenny is the newest member
of the BSU math faculty. He began his
new position second semester. Kenny
did his undergraduate work at Earlham
College and received a Ph.D. from the
University of Kansas.

In Theatre Arts
Boise State alumni, faculty and
students were center stage earlier this
month when they played key roles in the
Jan. 2-10 Boise Little Theatre produc
tion of "Abe Lincoln in lllinois."
Serving as director of the play that
kicked off Boise's Bicentennial celebra
tion activities was Dr. Charles Lauter
bach of the BSU theatre arts faculty.
Former music major Dave Eichmann
was cast in the lead role of Abraham
Lincoln. Cecily Tippery, former theatre
arts major, received critics' praise for
her "outstanding portrayal" of Mary
Todd, Lincoln's wife.
In roles of Bill Herndon and Ninian
Edwards were BSU students Jon Irwin
and Joel Farmer. Kay Stowell and Jack
Burstedt, freshman theatre majors,
were also in the production. Burstedt
played several minor roles and Stowell
was in charge of costuming.
Mike Riddlemoser, another BSU the
atre major, handled settings and lighting

for the show. He designed the nine
settings that were used for different
scenes in the play.

In Education
Reading Education Center director

Dr. William Kirtland spoke to the
Methodist Church in Middleton Jan. 20
on "How Parents Can Help Pre-School
Children in the Reading Process." He
also went to Kuna Jan. 22 for an after
noon workshop with 26 junior high
school teachers. Kirtland will also speak
to First Presbyterian pre-school parents
in Boise

E. Coston Frederic:k, professor of
education attended a reading workshop
in Sarasota, Flordia Dec. 26-31. He also
chaired an IRA resolutions committee
meeting in Denver, Colo. Jan. 10.
Frederick will also have an article on
his backpacking-hitchhiking trip through
Alaska and the Yukon published in the
Journal of Reading. Titled "The Peri
patetic Professor Learns," it will be in a
spring issue.
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More Finance
Experts Slate

We'll "Freeze
In the Dark"
Warns Mitchell

Citing "long run dangers" in govern
ment control of the energy market, BSU
economics professor John Mitchell says
growth areas like Idaho might be "freez
ing in the dark" if the free market is not
allowed to operate.
In a speech before the Idaho Petro
leum Council, Mitchell said America
faces two choices in regard to energy.
"We can acknowledge the changed con
ditions and adjust to them or we can
bury our heads in the sand and make
believe they are not there."
Mitchell claimed adjusting forces will
be set in motion as consumers accept
higher prices. Consumers will change
their lifestyles. "The least essential
users will go frrst," he said. "The big
gass guzzling car will die a slow death,
land use patterns will change and new
sources of supply will be found."
"These are the natural forces of the
marketplace . . . that old invisible hand
of Adam Smith."
Mitchell criticized recent government
moves that he said have "worked to
delay the adjustment and thwart the
search for new alternatives."
"By holding down prices, the govern
ment is saying that we don't really have
to make that many adjustments . . . but
they are shortcutting the signals," he
cautioned.
"The rising price is a beautiful device
to encourage wise use. President Nixon
did not have to tell people who heated
with oil to turn down the thermostat . . .
the 35-cent oil did that all by itself. We
have a system that will work if we let it
go."
Singling out the high direct costs of
regulation, Mitchell said "this is the
same bureaucracy that said Joe Namath
couldn't wear panty hose on television
because consumers might think he really
wore them.
"Perhaps we could solve the shortage
of natural gas by figuring out some way
to get what comes out of Washington
into a pipeline."
Mitchell said the cheap energy of the
'50's encouraged consumers. "Americans
aren't inherent energy hogs, but rather
rational consumers buying the cheap
stuff. We developed an energy intensive
lifestyle."
Mitchell said price controls or alloca
tions could especially hit a growing state
like Idaho. The growth requires a n
increasing supply o f energy t o supply
industrial and personal users, he said.
"Idaho is a growing state . . . things
are changing fast. The market will
adjust to the changed pattern of geo
graphic demand. If we go the control and
allocation route growth areas like Idaho
will be penalized and we might be freez
ing in the dark."
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BSU Visits
Two nationally known experts in the
financial world will be at Boise State
University this month for student
lectures, announced finance professor
Thomas Stitzel.
William Barrett, president of Federal
Intermediate Credit Bank in Spokane,
Wash. will be at BSU Jan. 21 to speak
with finance students and others inter
ested in agricultural financing. He will
speak at 8 p.m. in LA 106.

A RARE INTERNATIONAL AWARD in scienee scholarship bas been won by Boise
State University 1975 graduate biologist James Petersen, Mc:Call (above). He will
spend the eoming academic: year at the University of Queensland, Brisbane,
Australia, under a national Rotary Foundation Graduate Fellowship. Biology
Department ebairman Dr. Don Obee says it has been "several years" sinee any Idaho
collegian bas earned the honor, and it may be a "first" for a BSU student. Petersen's
specialty is Marine Biology. His Australian work will offer him the ebanee to work at
the world-famous Heron Island research station on the Great Barrier Reef of
Australian eoastal waters. He's the son of Mr. and Mrs. Maleolm Petersen, Mc:Call.
The award yields full air fare, school expenses, room & board and expenses for the
study year.

Rating Game Studied.

Student evaluation of teachers has
long been hotly-debated in collegiate
circles.
Recently, two Boise State University
professors brought new light to the
debate. They compiled a 43-page text
documenting the results of more than
4,000 completed questionnaires on how
the students evaluated BSU Business
School faculty, involved with 190 classes.
Robert Behling, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Accounting and Data Processing and C. Mike Merz, D.B.A., Associate
Professor of Accounting at Boise State,
prepared the report.
According to the authors, student

New Degree-"lf" ..
Idaho Associated General Contractors
will join Boise State University to push
the development of a new baccalaureate
degree program here, if the 1976 legisla
ture supports the idea with an appropri
ation of $37-thousand.
Business and sciences instructors who
would teach most courses in the new
degree program say most of the courses
implied by the degree are already
installed at Boise State as physics,
business engineering courses.

�

In Business
Dr. David Nix, Assistant Professor in
the Department of Management and
Finance, will present papers at the 1976
annual meeting of the Academy of
Management in San Antonio, Texas,
March 18-19, and the Southwest Ameri
can Institute of Decision Sciences meet
ing in San Antonio, March 17-20.
Associate Professor of Economics Dr.
John Mitchell, �poke on "Free Enter
prise vs. Socialism" to the Western
Achievers Regional Management Con
ference held earlier this month.
Drs. Don Holley, Dick Payne and
Peter Lichtenstein from the Department
of Economics attended the American
Economics Association convention in
Dallas, Texas during the Christmas
holidays.
Dr. Robert Mc:Williams, Assistant
Professor of Marketing, participated in
the Marketing Research Association
conference in Cincinnati, Ohio, this
month.

People

On

evaluations are Widely used. But there IS
plenty of controversy over what they
actually measure. Further problem is
how to use the student opinions.

"Eaeh faculty member's primary responsibility lies in good teaching," continues Dr. Merz. "Definition of what is
good teaching and how to measure it
remains a problem. Student evaluations
represent the only attempt to measure
teaching ability as viewed by students."
An additional report, prepared by Dr.
Merz and Charles Lein, Business School
dean, attempts to define how student
evaluations should be used.
"We were very excited with the
results of the study," pointed out Dr.
Merz, "the following conclusions are
suggested:" Student opinions should be
studied for use with administrative
decisions.
Business faculty received better than
average ratings and student workload
was considered harder than average.
There is a need for continued
part-time faculty help and evening
classes. A heavy workload by itself
won't net poorer student evaluations.
And finally, the type of class taught
does not affect an instructor's ratings.

the Move

Assistant Professor of Finance Dr.
Dennis Fitzpatrick presented a paper to
the Financial Management Association's
annual meeting held in Kansas City, Mo.
His paper was titled "Determining a
Public Utility Holding Company's Capi
tal Costs: A Compromise Approach."
Fitzpatrick also presented several
finance cases at the Harvard University
Intercollegiate Case Workshop in Den
ver, Colorado.
During the past 18 months he has been
a financial consultant for the Idaho Pub
lic Utilities commission. He testified
during recent Boise hearings on Idaho
Power Company's rate hike request.
Fitzpatrick is presently analyzing Utah
Power and Light's request for a rate
increase and will present his testimony
in February.
New addition to the BSU Business
School staffis Dr. David Nelson, who is
on one-year leave from the University of
Minnesota. Nelson, who developed a
data-base system for the, State of Minne
sota, will work in the Center for Busi
ness and Economic Research.
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On Jan. 28 John F. Childs will speak to
students on "Issues in Long Term
Financing." Childs is a vice-president of
Kidder-Peabody & Co., a New York
based investment banking firm. He will
talk at 8:30 a.m. in the SUB.
The two speakers are part of a
program designed to give finance
students exposure to leaders of the U.S.
financial community, says Stitzel. He
says a finance club is being organized at
BSU and it will sponsor more speakers
throughout the school year.

Lein Gets SBA Post
Dr. Charles Lein, dean of the School of
Business at Boise State University, was
named last month to the Small Business
Administration National Advisory Coun
cil.
The council, made up mostly of
bankers and small businessmen, advises
the Small Business Administration on
programs and policy. It also acts as a
channel of information to local busi
nesses regarding SBA programs.
Lein joins business school deans from
the University of Georgia and Pennsyl
vania State University as new members
of the SBA Advisory Council.
In December he was appointed to the
Board of Directors of Albertson's, Inc.
That month he also participated in a
National Leaders Seminar in Pomona,
California.

.',

Geologist Here
Dr. Daniel Busch, Tulsa, Oklahoma
consulting geologist with a long back
ground in the oil industry, will be at
Boise State University Jan. 21 to
present a paper on petroleum explora
tion.
Busch is on a national speaking tour
that will take him to 30 societies and
universities. His tour is sponsored by
the American Association of Petroleum
Geologists.
His talk will be at 3:30 p.m. Wednes
day in the Senate Chambers of the BSU
Student Union Building.
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Professors Charles Phillips, Larry
Waldorf, and Carl Tipton of the Depart
ment of Management and Finance
attended the Mountain Plains Manage
ment Conference at Arizona State Uni
versity in mid-October. This conference
is designed to encourage an exchange of
ideas and methodology in the teaching of
management at the college and univer
sity levels. Approximately 100 profe.s
sors of management from the Rocky
Mountains and Plains colleges and uni
versities attended.
The Mountain-Plains Management
Conference will be hosted by the School
of Business of Boise State University in
October of 1976.

Dr. Will Godfrey, Professor of Mar
keting, conducted marketing workshop
seminars January 3, 1976, for the
Western Achievers Regional Manage
ment Conference. The W ARMC rep
resents the Junior Achievement pro
gram in the west. More than 600 Junior
Achievement workers attended the con
ference which was held in Boise.

Drs. Bob Koester and Norm Gardner
have presented a series of in-house
seminars for Intermountain Gas, Ore-Ida
Foods and J .R. Simp lot Company.
Topics of the seminars centered around
elements of finance and accounting for
non-financial managers.
Dr. Ed Gill, former associate profes
sor of fmance at BSU, and currently an
executive with Idaho First National
Bank, has co-authored a textbook titled
"Commercial Banking." Gill still serves
as part-time faculty at BSU.

In Psychology
Dr. Max Callao, counseling center and
psychology department, was a partici
pant at the Battelle Human Affairs
Research Center in Seattle, Dec. 11-12.
Callao w a s one of 20 participants
selected nationwide to study and make
recommendations in mental health re
search.
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Million Dollar Grant Set
Boise State University's liberal arts
programs may spend one million dollars
of federal grant money over the next five
years, if the National Endowment For
the Humanities approves a BSU applica
tion for the special program aid.

BSU needs the money, its requestors
say, to beef up what one professor calls
"an underdeveloped" liberal arts pro
gram at the school.
Main use of the funds would be:
(1) Salaries for three-and perhaps

---

Myron Nelson and Lant Pritchett (L) of Borah defend the high school debate resolu
tion, while David Boone and Cindy Hinton (R), Mt. Home, listen attentively. The
tournament, held December 12-13 at BSU, was sponsored by the communication
department and drew 12 Treasure Valley schools. Caldwell and Minidoka swept first
and second in the experienced division, while Borah and Capital took the first two
places in novice-class debate, on a topic arguing for international control of scarce
world resources.

Yoga, Shakespeare
Honors Course Ideas
The honors department at Boise State
h a s developed several new honors
programs to be offered this semester in
addition-to basic honors English, history
and economics courses.
Two new special topics courses are
being presented. The first, "The Ameri
can Character" (HU-497-01) for three
credits, will be taught by Dr. Hadden.
Through the use of literature, history,
fine arts, philosophy, economics and
social-psychology, the classic question
posed J:>y Crevecoeur _in 1782: "What
is this new man, this American?" will be
studied.

A team-taught course for six credits
entitled "American Life and Literature
in the 1950's" will present a new twist to
the interdisciplinary approach.
Students will be required to sign up
for both HY-497 and E-497 for a total of
six credits. The course will be taught by
Dr. Wright and Dr. Sims.
An exploration into the life and

culture of the 1950's, this course will
incorporate a wide variety of methods
studying the literature of the decade and
its effects on American life and society,
and its use as historical evidence.
Students will be required to complete
several written assignments and one

major project. Slide presentations, oral
history, audio tape on music, and several
other teaching methods will be used.
Honors orientation for the spring
semester was held o n January 14.
Honors seminar subjects were discussed
and details, times and places were
decided. Some of the possible seminar
subjects included: Yoga, Board Games,
Logic and Execution, Ashland Shake
spearean Festivaf, Images of Men in
Literature, Graffiti, and The Future,
What Next?
This year's Northwest Regional
Honors Council Conference will be held
in Salt Lake City, April 9 and 10, accord
ing to Dr. Bill Mech, Honors Director.

more-new liberal arts faculty mem
bers;
(2) Cost to hire special consultants
who would design the program improve
ment systems and
(3) Some major, permanent acquisi
tions to upgrade the liberal arts library
resources here.
Other portions of the grant would pay
for some satellite· courses to the on
campus programs and subsidize those
regular faculty people who would teach
those courses.
Major program change, if the million
dollar upgrading system goes in, would
be shifting liberal arts design to the now
popular "interdisciplinary" organization
system, says Andrew Schoedinger, BSU
associate professor in charge of grant
application.
All of this, says Schoedinger, was
spawned here four years ago when a
four-man team of humanities instructors
opened a long-term analysis of the BSU
liberal arts programs.
A major weakness, they decided, was
too much course isolation, so that one
instructor had difficulty "crossing over"
to another discipline; or in helping
students make those same "crossovers"
within the whole liberal arts area.
"Effective team teaching is only
arrived at when faculty members
involved are trained to intelligently dis
cuss one anothers' field," he says.
"Too often, teachers simply trade off
teaching assignments to gain t h a t
insight. Under this program, our faculty
would participate in summer sessions to
equip themselves with that broader
interdisciplinary knowledge, before they
start teaching students."
That upgrading theme brought the
school a $30,000 planning grant, from
which effort the current million-dollar
proposal has been generated.
Project Director for the entire grant
proposal project is Margaret Cocotis.
Steering Committee members are Lynn
Renton, Bob Sims, Bill Skillern and
Schoedinger.

Summer Change
BSU summer school, traditionally a
ten-week operation, may shift to the
same eight-week pattern as that oper
ated by sister Idaho universities. A
study committee is now examining that
idea, after urging from Registrar Leland
Mercy and Data Process Director Steve
Maloney.
Both pointed to the "tight squeeze"
their operations now face in between
close of a ten-week summer session and
opening of fall term advisory work.
Summer school at BSU ended last year
August 13, with fall term advising under
way one week later, August 24.

Famed Actor
Festival Guest
Burgess Meredith, best known to the
television public for his role as Mr.
Penguin in "Batman," will be the
featured guest at the Idaho Invitational
Theatre Arts Festival hosted by Boise
State University Jan. 22-24.
Meredith, who also played Didi in the
film version of "Waiting for Godot" and
has appeared in several Broadway
shows, will give a public performance at
8:15 p.m. in the SUB Ballroom. He will
appear with jazz musician Charles Lloyd
in a show called "Visions of Power," says
festival director Larry West.
The festival, entering its seventh
year, will draw over 600 drama students
from high schools throughout Idaho to.
participate in workshops and acting com
petitions. Awards will be given for
excellence in solo and duo acting, oral
interpretation, musical ensemble and
scene design.
Also participating in the festival will

be the touring Menagerie Mime Troupe
from California. Idaho's own Antique
Festival Theatre will present a work
shop to students. BSU alumnus Jim
Bottoms will feature his Boise High
students in an improvisational theatre
demonstration and BSU theatre arts
student Denice Zundel will direct a one
act play.

BSU Forensic
Roundup
BSU forensic squad members met a
heavy travel schedule fall semester,
sacrificing even the traditional turkeyday dinner.
Veteran speaker Dan Peterson paced
the squad with top oratory victories at
the Western Speech Communication
tournament in Bellingham, the Gem
State Jamboree at I.S.U., and the Uni
versity of Oregon in Eugene.
Chris Schultheis also made the final
event in both oratory and extemporane
ous speaking at the Western tourna
ment, and placed third in expository
speaking at Eugene.
Freshman Ernie McPeak won one of
six certificates awarded for excellence in
oral interp at the Pocatello meet.
Northwest schools from Washington,
Oregon, California, Idaho, Utah, Mon
tana, Arizona, Wyoming, Minnesota,
and South Dakota were represented in
the tournament competition faced by the
BSU squad.
Forensic members will face similar
competition at spring meets scheduled
for Salt Lake, Tucson, Reno, Coeur
d'Alene, Boise, Bozeman, and Missoula.
·

People on the Move
In Communication
Communication dept. chairman Bob
Boren and communication faculty mem
ber Dr. Jerry Burk attended the annual
convention of the Speech Communica
tion Assn., combined with meetings of
the National University Extension Asso
ciation and the American Forensics
Association in Houston, Tex., Dec.
27-30.
Burk presented a paper on "The
Effects of Ethnocentrism on Inter
cultural Communication: Functional and
Dysfunctional."
Boren participated in· business meet
ings of the NUEA and of the Publica
tions Committee of the AFA, organiza
tions in which he is an officer.
Dr. Bob Boren, Communications de
partment chairman, directed a Trustee
Education Work Session for hospital
administrators and trustees, sponsored
by the Idaho Hospital Research a n d
Education Foundation Dec. 1 and 2 i n
Boise.

The session was a problem identifica
tion meeting, the first step in developing
a training program for hospital trustees
to enable them to work more effectively
in their communities for their hospitals.
The session's success led to the Ameri
can Hospital Association asking Boren to
prepare an article for publication in their
journal, describing the process.

In Music
Several BSU Music Department facul
ty members contributed to a very
successful presentation of Handel's
Messiah over the holidays: Mrs. Cather
ine Elliott, mezzo solo; Mr. Wilber
Elliott, tenor solo; Mr. William Taylor,
bass-baritone solo; John Baldwin, tim
pani; Sara Blood, bassoon; William
Schink, bassoon; Russell Mamerow,
oboe; J. Wallis Bratt, cello; Melvin
Shelton, trumpet; and Dr. Daniel Stern,
musical director.
J. Wallis Bratt, assistant professor of

theory/composition/cello, and principal
cellist of the Boise Philharmonic Orches
tra has distinguished himself throughout
the past year with numerous musical
contributions.
He attended the summer session at
the University of Oregon to work on his
doctorate in performance and composi
tion. While on campus, he played an
important part in the acclaimed Summer
Music Festival under one of Germany's
leading Bach authorities and choral/

orchestra in the Missa in Tempore Belli
by Haydn.
Dr. John Baldwin, Associate Profes
sor of percussion and theory, has been
invited to join the faculty of the Rocky
Ridge Music Center near Eses Park,
Colorado, for the summer of 1976. In
addition to teaching private percussion
and classes in beginning theory, Dr.
Baldwin will also participate in the
orchestra and chamber music concerts.

orchestral conductors, Helmuth Rilling.

Bratt has been active during the Boise
Philharmonic season, with the Children's
Concerts, and played with the orches
tra's productions of Oklahoma and
Carmen.
During the Idaho Governor's Confer
ence held at Sun Valley, Bratt per
formed. He was also a member of the
orchestra for the Jim Nabors show and
recently contributed in the performance
of Handel's Messiah. Bratt has also
played with the BSU orchestra and
soloed with the University Singers and

In Honors
Honors Program director Bill Mech
has been named chairman of the
National Collegiate Honors Council's
committee that plans fut'!lre conference
sites. Also a member of the Council's
program committee, he will travel to
Fayetteville, Arkansas in February to
help plan for the 1976 convention that
will be held on the University of
Arkansas campus.
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Sculpture Near Ready
John Killmaster, accomplished valley
artist and Boise State University profes
sor, has combined various materials and
techniques in the creation of an
enameled art object for the Speccenter
entry, BSU's new arts center.
The project, along with its experi
mental stages, was funded through a
fellowship grant by the Western States
Arts Foundation, Visual Arts Fellowship
program, Denver, Colorado.

John Killmaster

"Consisting of several mediums, sec
tions and art concerns, the project is
designed to reflect the Speccenter's
symmetry," explains Killmaster.

Major section of the work, to b e
installed o n the entry pedestal, i s con
structed of 1/• inch steel plate. This
structure consists of two large semi
circle areas facing the street, supported
behind by arcs which jojn an abstract
steel plate.
The flat circular forms act as a picture
plane from which project porcelain
enameled shaped and perforated panels.
The perforations allow the color and tex
ture of the steel backing to contrast with
the high gloss and color of the panels.
According to Killmaster, the work is
not a painting in the traditional sense,
but is meant to be an art object involving
a careful organization of forms stressing
clarity and symmetry.
T h e artist used stenciling and an
airbrush to create exacting edges and
enhance color separation.
Killmaster praised Gate City Steel for
their part in developing the steel frame.
The enameling was accomplished
through the use of a large electric
furnace belonging to Pioneer Enameling
Company in Seattle, Washington.
"I was allowed to work in the Pioneer
plant, which gave me new experience
and insight into steel fabrication and
industrial porcelain procedures," re
marked Killmaster.

Boise's Poetic Buses
by Larry Burke

Poetry in a bus? Past masters like
Longfellow and Wordsworth might have
choked at the thought of hurried com
muters glancing at their verse during
the rush between home and office.
But in Boise, poetry has come down
from the ivory tower and into city buses,
since Boise State Univer.sity professor
Tom Trusky and his students decorated
bus interiors with poetic "car cards" last
November.
It's all part of a plan to "enlighten,
entertain, instruct and intrigue" Boise
Urban Stage riders says Trusky. "What
better way to capture an audience than
on a moving bus. The whole idea is to let
people read poetry," he says.
Designed to look like giant transfer
tickets, each of the four posters features
a short verse. They share space in wall
slots normally used by advertisers.
Two of the selections "Guillotine" by
Chip Knight and "Au umn Night" by
Richard Huffstodt come from editions of
BSU's literary
agazine "cold-drill."
Others are from the English Department's Ahsahta Press publications.
"Evening Above the Snake" comes from
the first Ahsahta volume by Norman
Macleod. "Bessie Dreaming Bear" was

t
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written by Marnie Walsh, a Sioux Indian
who will be featured in a future Ahsahta
book.
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He admits that the idea isn't original.
He first got wind of it from a Wall Street
Journal article given him by BSU
librarian Ruth McBirney. Trusky says
the minute he heard about it he "knew it
was a winner." Within two weeks the
posters were designed by the school
print shop, printed by a local firm and
put up by Trusky and BSU students.

BSU social work professor Arnold

Panitch has completed a busy 1975 year
getting new programs and materials
underway for Idaho's foster parents and
their foster children as coordinator of a
state program for foster care here.
He has also aimed several BSU social
work students into project work that has
helped programs of the Idaho Associa
tion for Children with Learning Disa
bilities.
This month, Panitch reported that his
students had raised $425 in donation
funds to purchase a projector the
association needs for its educational
programs.
In foster care leadership, Panitch has
completed 18 workshops and seminars,
covering seven Idaho cities, on the sub
ject. Main aim is to present available
assistance programs for the foster care
people, and to bring Boise State's educa
tion resources to them.
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PffiLIPPINE ISLANDERS pictured in tbe late 1930's [above) and proud headhunter
[below I are recent donations to BSU's Anthropology Department from Mrs. Myrtle
Curtis, Nampa.

BSU Now Has Rare
Headhunter Films
by Chuck Scheer

This fall, 90 year old Myrtle Curtis of
Nampa donated priceless still and
moving pictures to the University's
Anthropology dept.
Mrs.Curtis and her husband Frank N.
Curtis (deceased), then an army Lieu
tenant of Finance, were stationed on the
Philippine Islands in the late 1930's.

During this time they took photos of
native customs and local color.
The photos range from pastoral scenes
of water buffalo slogging their way
through quiet rice paddies and Gau
guinesque pictures of an island paradise,
to gruesome studies of illegal "Dog

Trusky says he hopes to put out a new
series in about one week. The project,
which costs BSU about $125 per set, will
continue at least until spring.
Trusky says he has had several calls
from people who like the idea. "After a

day at the office, we hope a poem will
calm people down ...maybe it will make
Mondays and Fridays more bearable,"
Trusky notes.
,
. ,
Bo1se s bus passengers aren t the only
ones that will benefit from the poetic
transfer tickets. Th�y also provide wide
exposure for relatively unknown new
poets. In addition, the posters are a
large part of � e "cold-dr l'' and Ahsahta
Press advert1smg campaigns.

�

•

�

Now Trusky has his sights set on

another idea. Someday he wants to start
a project like New York's "Poetry in
Public Places" where poems would be
put in popular Boise locations and public
buildings.

�

In Social Sciences

'J;

People on the Move

necenuy, says Panitch, three films of
special content for foster care guidance
were purchased by the program, and are
now available for public use.

In Art
Art department chairman Louis Peck
has 20 paintings in the Washington State
University traveling exhibit that is now
touring the Pacific Northwest. He has
also been selected as one of about 20
artists featured in the Invitational Idaho
watercolor show Jan. 13-Feb. 8 at the
Boise Gallery of Art. Peck has just com
pleted a commission for "Ford Times"
magazine which features Idaho Basque
Sheepherders.
Selected for the Bonus Print Collec
tion at the Boise Gallery of Art are
works by Boise State artists Amy Skov
(Blue Line), Boward HuH (August Pines
and Cunningham Mansion) and George
Roberta (Watcha Usin?).

Markets", the Manila Boneyards, and
head hunters displaying their trophies.

Some of the black and white movie
films show "Flagilantes" engaged in
Inquisition style ceremonies thought to
have been brought to the islands by
invading Catholic Spaniards. Many of
the mummified remains shown in some
of the photographs were found in remote
and almost inaccessable caves in the
jungle and had to be excavated by the
Curtis's.
Needless to say, the jungles of the
Phillippines during that period were not
the place for a timid Canyon County
housewife on a South Seas Island cruise.
When Japanese invasion of the islands
seemed imminent, Mrs. Curtis returned
home, but her husband remained to help
Gen. MacArthur make his get-away.
However, Lt. Curtis was later captured
and spent the war in a prison camp.
Prof. of Anthropology Virginia Cox
said the pre WW II photos of the
Philippines would be a valuable contri
bution to Boise State's anthropology
archives.
Ben Hambleton, director of EMC, said
the 2000 feet of antiquated films were
made into a 2 hr. 15 min. videotape as
the 8 mm format has become obsolete
and viewing equipment is becoming hard
to find.
Approximately 200 stills were copied
and will be made into slides and prints.
The priceless originals were returned to
Mrs. Curtis as many had special value as
heirlooms. Some native artifacts and
tools will be used by the University
anthropology department for teaching
and displays.
Mrs. Curtis will come to view a display
of the material to be held in the Library
sometime after mid January.
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In Biology
Four members of the Boise State Uni
versity biology department have re
ceived a federal grant for a continuing
study of the environmental biology
makeup in the Fresstone-Cottonwood
creek area.

They are Drs. Belkaap, Baker, Papen·
fuss and Wyllie. The grant comes from
the federal Energy Research and
Development agency. Coordinator Dr.
G. A. Wyllie says the project was
initiated last summer by Biology depart
ment chairman Dr. Don Obee.

In English
Charles Wright gave a poetry reading
Jan. 15 at the Boise Gallery of Art. His
recital was part of the Gallery's regular
Wednesday evening program. Wright is
a consultant to the literature program of
the National Endowment for the Arts.

He has published a book of poems and
has individual works featured in Har

per's, SaturdayReview and New Ameri
canReview.

In Foreign Language
BSU foreign languages instructor, Ms.
Carlin Otto was elected Vice-President
of the Association of Foreign Language
Teachers of Spanish in Idaho this month.

In Anthropology
Kenneth Ames has completed his
doctoral degree at Washington State
University. Ames holds a joint appoint
ment as a member of the BSU
anthropology faculty and an archeologist
for the Idaho Department of Highways.
T. Virginia Cox, assistant professor of
anthropology, has been accepted as a
candidate for the doctoral program at
the University of Georgia for the 1976-77
year.

.,....
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Will Godfrey says:

Good News For Silver Cr�ek
'

/
I

--

By W. H. Godfrey
W. H. "Will" Godfrey is a professor of marketing
at Boise State. As a member of the Idaho Fish and
Game Commi88ion and an operator of recreation
camps in Idaho and the Arctic, Godfrey gives his
perspective on the proposed sale of Silver Creek to
the Nature Conservancy.
The State of Idaho is known for many things,
including potatoes, vast areas of wilderness and a
strong growth rate. Among fishermen, Idaho is
known for its great rivers and sizable rainbows.
There are a considerable number of excellent river
fisheries in the state and they have become famous
for many reasons-the Salmon for the fish it was
named after, the St. Joe for its unique cutthroat,
and Henry's Fork for its super insect hatches.
Some streams receive unprecedented attention
because of their location, their clean water, the
environment in which they flow, their fascinating
insect habitats and because of their ability to
produce wild trout. A few streams in Idaho fit all
five of these catagories, but only one stream need
be mentioned - Silver Creek.
Near the center of Blaine County and south of
Sun Valley are Stocker Creek, Loving Creek and
other assorted spring-like creeks which blend
together to form Silver Creek. The nature and
character of the stream is quiet, easy-going,
smooth and meandering. Some undercut banks,
deep pools, and slight riffles dot the course of this
unique

Silver Creek and much of the adjacent land mass
represent Mother Nature at her best. Here man
can retire from the hassle of the Twentieth Century
to partake, but not destroy, the wonders that have
been placed on earth for each to enjoy. Bird life,
including water fowl and song birds, frequent the
Silver Creek estuary. Fantastic insect life in the
form of many delicate mayfly species and the
exuberant caddis emanate from the aquatic
environment of Silver Creek. Rainbow trout, not
large by many standards but indeed wary, frequent
the protected areas of the stream. It is the lure of
these trout and their instinctive habits of sipping
the floating insects that draw fishermen from many
corners of the world.

The creek flows through private lands. Access in
some areas is provided by landowners and in others
by the Idaho Fish and Game Department. Most
activity around Silver Creek is centered in farming,
hunting and fishing.
A rather large portion of the land surrounding
the upper reaches of Silver Creek is owned by Mr.
Bill Janss of the Sun Valley Corporation. Recently
Mr. Janss offered for sale 500 acres of ground that
included a little roore tha!l a mile of Silver Creek.
As one might expect, individuals as well as syndi
cations stood by, money in hand, to purchase the
company ranch. Bill Janss, a man of foresight, was
interested in making sure that the portion-of Silver
Creek that flows through his land would be
protected from those who might want to alter its
environment. Inquiry was made through Mr. Jack
Hemingway, Chairman of the Idaho Fish and Game
Commission, concerning the possibility that the
state might purchase the Sun Valley Ranch.
The asking price of $500,000 was slightly higher
than the initial appraisal of $480,000. The Fish and
Game Commission in its October meeting advised
Joe Greenley, Director of the Idaho Fish and Game
Department, to investigate the possibility o f
acquiring the Sun Valley property.

Since November 19, 1975, some significant
events have occurred that suggest the future of the
Sun Valley Ranch and Silver Creek will be handled
by those who will protect its environment for public
use.
Leaders of the Nature Conservancy in Idaho
have taken an option to purchase the Sun Valley
property. They are currently working in many
areas as they put together the financial package
that will result in acquisition.
The Idaho Fish and Game Department will be
responsible for input with regard to the property
management. Regulation concerning hunting and
fishing will be the responsibility of the Fish and
Game Commission.

The ·long run management of the Sun Valley
Ranch is really not in question.
The current management procedures and
methods will apply since they are grounded on
sound biological principles. The future of the
property and the portion of Silver Creek found
thereon is bright and it would appear that the
Idaho public will continue to enjoy the aesthetic
pleasures that it offers.
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Building

BSU

by C. Jan Baxter
,-·

. How to Gift BSU7 Easy!

IDS EYE ON THE CAMPUS of BSU, Boi&e bu&inessman James W. Perry ponders
the effect of the major seholarship memorial trult he has offered sehool in the name
of his late wife, Aurora M. Perry.

Major Gift Happy End
To Aurora Perry Saga
Like a man who discovers himself a
lucky lottery winner, BSU Gifts and
Endowments Director Jan Baxter mused
this week over the fortunate string of
"chances" that brought this week's
announcement of a five-thousand-dollar
memorial gift to the school's general
scholarship fund.
First "chance" was the chaos of World
War I that drove a refu�ee family of

Whittenberger,
Boise Cascade
Top Donor List
December was a very busy month in
the Office of Gifts and Endowments.
The largest gift during this period was

$10,000 by the Whittenberger Founda
tion of Caldwell. These funds will be for
the four Whittenberger Fellowships at

BSU (see related story).
The second largest gift was $5,000
from Boise Cascade for BSU's School of
Business. This is the eighth year in a row
that Boise Cascade has made a major gift
to aid our Business SchooL
Next, $2,500 to be designated for
engineering scholarships was contri
buted by John and Neta Gaige of Boise.
Also, $1,250 for general scholarships
was contributed by the Walter and
Leona Dufresne Foundation.
In addition to Boise Cascade's $5,000,
the School of Business received several
other contributions; $500 from Albert
son's, Inc., $250 from Chandler Supply
Company of Boise, and $250 from the
Bank of Idaho.
Most of the other gifts were desig
nated as scholarship funds, and some of
the larger ones are listed below.
$1,800 from the Hecla Bunker Hill
Scholarship Fund
$1,200 from the Idaho Lung Associa
tion
$1,000 from the Joe and Kathryn
Albertson Foundation for the Bicenten
nial Scholarship Fund
$500 from Mr. James W. Perry for the
Aurora M. Perry Memorial Scholarship
Fund (see related story)
$375 from the American Geological
Institute
$300 from the Kingsbury Scholarship
Fund
$250 from the Idaho Association of
Realtors
$250 from the Idaho High School
Rodeo Association
$200 from Dr. Leda Scrimsher for the
Corey Scrimsher Memorial Fund
$200 from the Idaho Association of
Professional Geologists
$200 from an anonymous donor.
In addition, BSU received dozens of
other contributions of Jesser amounts
ranging from $5 to $150.

women from their Italian homeland to
the U.S. southwest, in search of a father
they thought was somewhere in mining
work.
Second twist towards BSU's benefit
was an impromptu visit to the Boise
home of the William Langrois family
many years later by one of those
refugees, Aurora M. Patania.
Now a successful operator of the
nationally-famous Thunderbird Gallery
metalwork shops in Tucson and Santa
Fe, Mrs. Patania was just paying a
friendship visit to an old New Mexico
girl friend, Mrs. Langrois.
It waa there-t.Aat the DOW-widowed
Aurora (who never found her father but
was befriended by the Red Cross and
orphanage workers in Santa Fe) ended
up a "blind date" with native Boisean,
businessman Jim Perry.
They married in 1970, she became

Aurora M. Perry and a much-admired
member of Boise's leading group of
achieving, public-service women. Before
her death in 1974, Aurora Perry had
used her valuable national contacts from
a leading place in New Mexico's smart
set to help programs of the Boise Art
Gallery, the local Garden Club federa
tion and, from an old debt, the local
chapter of the American Red Cross.
After her passing, Jim Perry started
the search for a suitable memorial-and
that led to two more happy "chances" in
BSU's favor.
"One time, Aurora and I had been
invited to a dinner at Dr. Barnes' home
. . . we were unable to make it, but we
always remembered the kindness of the
invitation and followed Boise State Uni
versity's growth with great interest," he
recalls.
Then, last fall, something else "hap
pened" to catch Perry's thoughts.
"I saw a picture in the paper of Caroll
Sellars and the memorial he had given
the business school, for his late son,
Nick. The Sellars are very good friends
of ours and that started me to thinking
that was a very good idea."
"So when I got a thing in the mail from
Jan Baxter about BSU's bicentennial
scholarship drive this year, I finally got
down to putting this together with him."
Thus, from the invitation they missed,
the suggestion of a friend's example and
a reminder in the mail, the name Aurora
M. Perry became a fixed part of the
Boise State University scholarship pro
gram.
It will offer $500 per year for the next
decade to underwrite the education of a
BSU student or students, as directed by
the BSU scholarship committee.
"Aurora was so dynamic, such a
remarkable woman of such great
achievements . . . I really feel relieved
that her memorial is associated with this
school that shares those characteristics,"
was Jim Perry's assessment of the gift
and its meaning for him.

•

Every now and then, we get calls or visits at our Office of Gifts and
Endowments about the best way to make a contribution to BSU.
That's really a tough question to answer in a few minutes. There are
many, many methods of making charitable gifts under the tax laws. The
best way depends on the potential donor's own circumstances and
desires. Anyway, we get enough inquiry and interest that it seemed a
good idea to describe these methods in this column during the next
couple of issues of FOCUS.
The simplest way to start is to mention that there are two categories
of giving to a charitable entity (meaning BSU, of course, since we qualify
as tax-exempt under the tax code). First is by an outright, current, or
lifetime gift. The second is called a deferred gift, whereby a commitment
to give is made during lifetime, but the gift is not actually transferred
until after death. Wills or trusts are examples of deferred gifts, but we
will discuss them in a future FOCUS.
A little lesson about taxes is the best way to begin talking about out
right gifts. Did you know that the government allows all individuals to
fully deduct 50% of their annual adjusted gross income for charitable
purposes? For example, a person whose adjusted gross income is $30,000
could make a fully tax deductible gift to BSU of $15,000. If the gift
exceeds 50%, the deductibility can be carried to the next year and on up
to 5 years. In our example, the person with the $30,000 income could
contribute $90,000, and have a tax deduction of $15,000/year for this
year and the next 5 years.
Another tax advantage tied to charity would be capital gains taxes. As
you may know, property or securities which have been held more than 6
months are subject to capital gains taxes when sold. Under the
charitable giving laws, the same property or securities could be given to
a charity and all capital gains taxes would be avoided.
On the example we mentioned above, the $90,000 gift might have
resulted from some real estate or stock which originally cost the donor
only $10,000. The charitable gift would be credited as $90,000 for income
tax purposes even though the cost basis was just $10,000, and the tax on
the $80,000 capital gains would be totally avoided.
One difference in a gift of appreciated property is that just 30%,
rather than 50%, of the donor's adjusted gross income could be deducted
from each year's income tax. Nevertheless, this double tax advantage
has been one of the most important sources of private income to
universities, hospitals, churches, etc. around the country.

What are the ways of making an outright gift? Certainly the most
common method is by cash or a check written to BSU. The donor can
deduct the gift from his income tax as we described above. He can also
give shares of stock to BSU, and if the stock has appreciated in value
there is a double tax savings as we mentioned earlier.
Gifts of real estate are becoming more common, in that they offer lots
of flexibility. A parcel of real estate could be adjacent to the campus, in
the nearby area, or even in Oregon or Texas, for that matter. Property
not utilized for academic purposes can always be sold, and the funds
could be used at the University as the donor desires. Real estate can
take the form of a home, a business, or even raw land. One of the classic
real estate gifts involves a university in the east which was given a fully
operational spaghetti manufacturing factory. Rather than sell the
business, the university now operates the factory, and the substantial
profits have gone to the university for many years.
Life insurance gifts to charity has become a wide open subject because
of the variety of methods. Most of them deal with gifts after death.
However, one exceptional insurance gift fits into the outright giving
category, and it has excellent income tax advantages. For example, a
donor could assign an insurance policy valued at, say, $100,000 to Boise
State. As long as the premiums continue to be paid, the insurance
remains in effect on the donor's life. At the time the donor dies, Boise
State would get the $100,000 face value of the insurance. The donor
could give the annual premiums to Boise State to keep the policy valid,
and deduct the cost of the premiums from his income tax. Furthermore,
the cash value of the policy at the time of the gift can be deducted from
income taxes. This type of insurance giving could be practical if a donor's
beneficiaries predecease him or if he no longer had use for an existing
policy.
In any of the methods of giving mentioned above, we would remind
the potential donor to discuss in depth their personal financial situation
with a tax advisor or attorney. The Office of Gifts and Endowments also
stands ready to assist in these matters and will treat any inquiry with
confidentiality.
In the next issue of FOCUS, we will discuss gifts such as art,
sculpture, musical instruments, etc., and the advantages of a bargain or
gift sale.

...
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Kubitschek's

Corner

by Don Kubitschek
Bronco Athletic Association

-

There is a Slovenian proverb that goes "Pray for a good harvest, but
keep on hoeing." And that is what the Bronco Boosters can plan on this
. plans
year '76. This fiscal year has been the best ever, but we have big
for the future of athletics at Boise State University.
Some of the projects in the offing will require a great deal of your help
and-support. Spring football will be the kick-off for what we feel will be
the best booster club drive ever. We are working on the particulars now,
and should be getting out information to all boosters and interested
friends of the Broncos shortly. Plan on joining us from mid April through
May.
Another program that has always been a highlight of the Bronco year
is the Athletic Awards Banquet. We have sifted the past programs and

now believe we will have the best, smooth-flowing program for
acknowledging the efforts of our Broncos at Boise State. Reserve the
evening of April 28 to thank our Broncos for another great year.
Remember, the boosters and the Broncos cannot survive tomorrow on
yesterday's success, so let's see what we can contribute in order to meet
the challenges of tomorrow. We will be calling on you.
Whenever I say "Just leave word with my secretary, Ernie,"
eyebrows automatically raise. Then that sweet, alert voice answers our
phone, ''This is Ernie, may I help you?" To eliminate the confusion, the
5-2, blond, blue-eyed "Ernie" above is Ernie Roberson, your B.A.A.
Secretary.

Oops!
BSU faculty senate minutes reveal an
error that occurred in a Focus report on
the name debate for the Special Events
Center, last issue. In that story, the
statement appeared that the faculty
senate had taken no action to support
the student senate's recommendation
that the name John G. Woodworth
Center be used for the building.
Minutes of the faculty senate for its
May 8, 1975 session read as follows :
"There being no objection, the senate
considered the proposal from the asso
ciated students to name the special
events center in honor of John G. Wood 
worth. The senate voted to endorse the
naming of the center in honor of John G.
Woodworth.
Focus regrets the error, which
occurred fz:om a second-hand source
about the contents of the meeting in
question.

Boise State basketball fans
who want to see the Broncos play
Idaho State in Pocatello, on Jan.
24, may take the bus and leave
the driving to someone else.
The Broncos Athletic Associa
tion has arranged for those wish
ing to attend the Big Sky Confer
ence game, for $15 per person, to
board a bus at 12-noon on Satur
d a y, Jan. 24 be driven t o
Pocatello, see the game an d come
back to Boise that night. The S15
includes a reserved ticket seat to
the game.
Those making the trip will
have to pay for their own meals.
Reservations and payment wiD
be due by 5 p.m., .Wednesday,
Jan. 21.
For further information, those
interested are asked to eall the
Bronco Athletic Association
office in the BSU Varsity Center
at 385-3556.

Bronco's Sizzling
by Jim Faucher
After a sizzling start that left other
Big Sky teams panting in their wake,
Boise State's Broncos cooled off at home,
offered new life to Idaho State's gasping
Bengals and now face a crueler test
Saturday, January 24, in Pocatello.
Fans had almost counted the Bengals
out of contention for the key host role to
this year's new Big Sky playoffs. They
dropped two road games in Montana,
while the surprising Broncs swept their
trip to the same schools.
But everything started working back
to form, last Saturday. With balanced
scoring and consistency at the free
throw line, ISU worked carefully ahead
of the Broncos in the first quarter, never
let their defenses down to win with
relative ease, 71-65.
Meanwhile, a new Big Sky face in the
power picture, Northern Arizona's run
ning Loggers, clipped off their third
straight win, this one over pre-season
pick Weber State, to take sole posses
sion of the Big Sky lead.
Heading to the weekend, the Loggers
lead Boise State and Weber State by a
single game. Revived ISU is a game
behind that pace, tied with Idaho.
All of which makes this weekend's
Bronc-Bengal rematch a "can't lose" for
Bus Connor's five, and a "must win" for
the Bengals. To boost Boise's chances,
away from home in the Minidome,
Bronco backers are promoting group bus
trips to the game that may prove the
decider for both team's Big Sky hopes.
(see box, this page).
With their six-game win string
snipped, the Broncos still enjoy a
favorites role in the league race, based
on surprising early-season performances
against some national powers, and the
stunning sweep of away games in
Montana earlier in January.
Commenting on the league race,
Connor said, ''Three or four road wins
could put a team on top of the confer
ence. In the past two years we have lost
two league games at home and it has
really hurt us.
"I think that Idaho State will be one of
the best teams to beat and Weber State
has shown some great strength. Mon·
tana has a better team than I anticipated
and Northern Arizona is winning a lot of
games," Connor said.

The Bronco mentor also thinks that
the remainder of the league schedule
favors the Broncos. "Since I've been
here this is the best conference schedule
we have had. We end the league regular
season play here in Boise with four
straight games. That has to be a big
help," he said. BSU faces the Idaho
Vandals on Feb. 20 followed by Gonzaga

Bronco Women Edge PSU
Changed Offense 'Key'
The 1-5 Boise State women's basket
ball team won their fu-st league and their
first season game on January 9, 1976
against Portland State University,
44-42. Coach Connie Thorngren at
,tributed this win to "our newly changed
offense and the holiday vacation."
"We changed our offense from what it
was before the break to our current,
more personal and useful offense. We
kept the good points and eliminated the
bad. The game with Portland State
showed us that this new formula was
going to work," addedThorngren.
This year, the team will be playing
higher caliber teams than they have ever
played. Some of these tough teams, such
as Western Washington State, Wash
ington State University, University of
Idaho and the AAU Seattle Lumberman,
will be playing the Broncos in Boise.
"Last year we didn't play as many
high caliber teams as we are t�is year, so
we didn't know what our ,eak areas
were until we travelled to ilationals at
the end of the season. This year will be
different since our schedule is much
tougher. We are finding our weak spots

early enough to correct them," com
mented coach Thorngren.
Sophomore JoAnn Burrell, from
Boise, leads the Broncos in scoring with
an average of 18 ppg, she also leads the
team in rebounding with 13 rebounds
per game. Burrell is following in scoring
by junior Elaine Elliott, Boise, with 14
ppg.
Remaining home games are as follows :
Jan. 27
Jan. 30
Feb. 6
Feb. 7
Feb. 13
Feb. 14
Feb. 19
Feb. 21

Fb. �8

Northwest Nazarene College
7:30p.m.
Western Washington State
5:45p.m.
University of Montana
8:00p.m.
Washington State University
8:00p.m.
Montana State University
8:00p.m.
University of Idaho
8:00p.m.
Oregon State University
8:00p.m.
Seattle Lumberman
5:45p.m.
Eastern Oregon State
5:45p.m.

shi
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ools: Race Still Hot

Balanced BSU
Scares Beavers
Face Big Sky
Bronco head wrestling coach Mike
Young feels that he has found the reason
for the success of his 1975-76 squad
balance.
"We have a very well-balanced squad
this year. On any night anybody can win.
So far that's what has given us our
victories," Young said.
He added that in BSU's 22-14 loss to
Oregon State, t h e Bronco heavier
weights dominated while in the Bronco's
2 5-12 decision over Idaho State, t h e
Broncos broke even i n the lighter and
heavier weights.
"I think that so far this season we have
shown that we have the potential to
repeat as league champion," Young said.
The Broncos have won two consecutive
Big Sky Conference wrestling titles.
"It will be a tight race for the league
championship. The three teams in the
running will be Boise State University,
Idaho State and Weber State. A lot of it
will depend on a little bit of luck in the
draws," he said.
Young said that this y:ear's edition of
the Broncos is not as experienced as last
year's squad, but he added that with
more experience the 1975-76 team could
be as good.
The Broncos were 2-1 in dual meet
competition for the young season going
into a California road trip Jan. 16-17
which saw them meet Cal Poly (SLO),
San Francisco State and C a l State
Bakersfield. Coach Young's charges
have placed fourth in the Beehive Invita
tional and seventh at the University of
Washington Invitational.
The remaining home matches for BSU
are on Jan. 20 when they host Athletes
In Action; Feb. 6, Ricks Co llege; Feb. 7,
Weber State; and Feb. 12, Montana
State. The Big Sky Championships are
Feb. 27-28 in Ogden, Utah.

Basketball
night. Montana State is in Boise

. 27 with Montana the last
on Feb. 28.
will have a playoff between
teams the weekend of Mar.
for the league champion
NCAA national playoff
on the home court of the
finishes first at the end of

the regular season. The first night,
will meet as will the
second and third place teams. The
winners will play the next night for the
Big Sky championship.
And the heat that is ct)ming from the
other league teams now that BSU is in
the driver's seat? "We're still relatively
young but now we have the experience.

teams one and four

TALL MEN AND TEMPERS were all over tbe Door as BSU
dropped a key Big Sky home game to Idaho State last weekeacl.
At left, Steve Hayes (33)shows bloekfas form that eluriped Pat
Hoke (52) to 12 poiat disappoiatmeat as Steve Barrett (30)
presses for position. At ri«ht, Hoke aqrlly whirls Beapl to
Door as Hayes shows uger at left and Terry Miller adds mu&ele
to the faJiiac aet.

DOWN GOES ISU as Boise Broneo wrestlers seored two stUillliag piD• duriag recent ,
Big Sky mateh here. At left, Rob Luagrea starts Beapl shoulders toward pia. At
right, SBSU h eavyweight Ed Ritt Ia mid-fall as he flips oppoaeat toward pia wiD.
[Chuck Seheer photo)

Monthly no-host booster buffet diD·
Den will be beld with Boise State head
basketbell eoaeh Bus CoDDor throu«flout
tbe buketball seuon, aeeorcfiDs to Rieh
Jordau of tbe BAA Program Committee.
Jordau said tbe eveDiogs will be beld
on Juuary 29 and February 19 at the
Downtown-Ram.- but. Tbe eveDiDgs
will start with a no-hoet IIIOdal hour at 6
p.m., followed by diDDe r and tben high
light films of Broneo games.
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A Memorial Roger Deserves
In the two years that we knew him, Roger Green lived on the gnawing
edge of pain's grip.We saw him a working, chuckling, sensitive marvel
of serenity who had an awesome grip on the life he held before untimely
death at 36 years.
A close student of hidden grief, his sense for discomfort in others was
fine-honed. When he worried for another, it was a deep sharing of
trouble-valid, genuine, sincere from a guy who was always there,
himself.
But more remarkable, he paid every penny of his salaried dues to the
welfare of this university. In the office before 8 a.m., he was on top of his
financial "world" until the last late-hour decision or conference was
"clear". He had gotten himself, early on, clear-minded about the
financial liabilities this institution struggled against and he laid personal
comfort aside to lead the school's drive for fair funding with state
officials and lawmakers.
It is, then, with special emotion that Roger's friends watch this legis-

BSU Deserves Split
of Endowment Funds
By H. Dean Summers
Senator District 17
Early in the 1969 session of the Leg-islature, a group of legislators
decided to set up a board with some guidelines for administering the
investments of the state's endowment funds.These funds had previously
been administered partially by the Governor's Office, but mainly by the
Commissioner of Finance's Office.
The funds accumulate by the fact that when Idaho was admitted to the
Union, two sections of federal land in each township were given to the
state.Any proceeds of the sale of land or assets of sale therefrom (e.g.
timber) became part of the principal of the funds for public school
education.
Other land grants were made for the support of higher education for
the College of Agriculture, School of Science, University of Idaho, and
Normal School at Albion. Endowment funds allocated to the Normal
School are now divided 50-50 with Lewis and Clark and Idaho State
University.
When the Legislature established the board, the fund had about $80
million in it and was yielding just over a 3 percent return on investment.
A couple years after the board was established, it became necessary to
hire a professional investment manager whose sole responsibility was
the day to day care of those funds.

BSU Gets None
Last year's funds returned 7.34 percent, which is twice the percentage
that they have ever returned before.The total principal of the fund is
about $105 million, so that 7 percent annually yields about $7 million to
split. The 1975 yields was $7,981,000. Of that, Boise State University
gets none.
The problems is in the splitting of those funds. Under the Idaho
Constitution most of the money goes to higher education, although some
does go to the penitentiary and mental hospitals. When they closed the
state school at Albion, they redid the formula by legislative action.
My contention is that it would be politically impossible to change the
section of those funds set aside under the Idaho Constitution. But the
Legislature does have control over some of the funds, and it could
balance things out more evenly.
Last year I introduced a bill in front of the Health, Education and
Welfare Committee to give Boise State University its fair share of those
funds. It met with mixed emotion because of the political makeup of that
committee. Also, the bill was introduced rather late.

New Bill This Year
I plan to reintroduce the bill this year and see if we can more equitably
split those funds.Of course, Boise State University would be a recipient
of a great amount of money out of those funds. As it now stands, the
lion's share goes to the University of Idaho.
It was interesting to me in the hearings before the committee last year
that representatives of the Office of Higher Education openly admitted
that until a couple of years ago, the board gave no consideration to the
universities having those funds.
In other words, they were not taken into consideration in the overall
funding of the receiving universities. Those funds amounted to a total
windfall for the institutions receiving them. They told me, however, in
the last couple years they have taken those into consideration in funding
the universities. When I asked for the figures on this money, of course
they weren't able to give them.
My whole contention is that those funds were set up to help education,
basically higher education. The State Board of Education and the Office
of Higher Education has got to reco,gnize that Boise State University is a
four year school, and as such they should have their fair share of those
state endowment monies.
To do anything short of that is getting into the old battle of section
alism in proper funding of higher education. Those funds are going to
continue to grow at a rapid pace ... the longer you wait to cut the pie
and give Boise State University its share, the more screaming you are
going to get when you take the goodies away from the "haves" and give
them to the "have-nots." Boise State University is the Number 1
"have-not."

lature edge up to the bald facts of life about our needs. We still
remember the phrase Roger coined, in his flat down-home drawl, to
describe his sense of triumph over the Todd report on BSU's inequitable
position among sister universities here under state funding traditions:
"Well, guys, the rattlesnake is now out on the rock . . . someone is
going to have to face that critter . . . " he gritted one day, looking
towards this critical 1976 session. And when he could not manage the
breath to finish his remarks, he still struggled gamely to get the BSU
"story" of financial need across the fellow faculty and administrators
here, just a few weeks ago. He left for his last lingering stay at the
hospital hours after that last appeal.
There is a drive on this campus to erect a permanent scholarship
memorial to Roger Green, with contributions asked from all of us by the
organizing alumni office. There is a larger memorial, the climax to an
effort to which he gave a brave portion of his remaining strength. It will
be up to this legislative session to erect that one.

L
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Dear Sir!.

Sir:
I enjoy very much reading Focus and
keeping up on what is going on at BSU.
The best of luck in the future for you.
My husband is Larry W. Hopt, a 1972

alumnus. He graduated with a BA in
Economics and is presently a law
student at the University of Washing
ton. I attended BSC from 1970-1972 and
received a B.S. in General Science
Biology and Chemistry from Seattle Uni
versity. I am working as a research tech
nician at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center in Seattle.
Thank you so much for publishing
information about alumni. I have been
able to keep in touch with some old
friends through your columns.
Sincerely,

Nancy 'PiptonHopt

Barnes
Focus
by
·Dr. John Barnes
It is the administrators' fate, in state
government, to face the annual three
way squeeze of emotions always trig
gered by the Governor's annual budget
address to a newly-assembled legisla
ture.
First we must keep our composure
against the persistent query:
"Well, how do you think he'll treat
you?"
Second, we must show the patience of
Job waiting out the long, often complex:
text, searching for OUR part of his
recommendations. But the third phase of
this trip through the legislative wringer
may be the most difficult. It is to give
balanced, objective answer to all those
who ask "Well, are you satisfied?"
Now that we're watching the legisla
ture begin to "soak up" the education
portion of Governor Andrus' important
budget message for 1976, these thoughts
on that budget message come to mind:
This year, I suppose t h e bluntest,
fairest answer to that question, in Boise
State's interests, is:
"Yes, we're pleased ... but ...
Let me explain. We always respect
that earnest effort of the Governor to
balance so many conflicting requests
from key agencies, based on revenue
projections seldom consistent and never
quite enough to fit all agency needs. It is
not very easy to be critical of a Governor
trying to thread through the maze to
responsible funding proposals.
So first of all, we can say that Gover
nor Andrus twice-emphasized recom
mendation for full funding for a key addi
tion to the BSU science-education com
plex, using both Permanent Building
Fund and General Fund surplus monies,
is fiscally responsible and responds to
"

many state needs. In construction
phases, it will put Idaho people to work
on a productive project. Further project
delay would only escalate the price, for
all taxpayers to bear.
Further, it demonstrates that the exe
cutive branch has recognized the crowd·
ed conditions crisis here, and thus the
needs of university students. The deci·
sion shows appropriate respect for the
State Board of Education's own judge
ment in recommending this funding.
First-hand knowledge was developed for
that board by higher education analysis
of building needs.
We very much commend the Governor
for such responsiveness.
After the buildings problem, we note
that the Governors' overall general
appropriations recommendation to the
state lawmakers, for BSU, is somewhat
lower than the state board had conscien
tiously recommended, in some key (to
us) areas. Here, we think some legisla
tive weighing of original State Board of
Education studies is important.
Over a six-month period, the state
board through its professional staff ran
research projects on the parity of
funding for all its institutions. The
studies revealed, quite objective of our
feelings, that BSU needs $1.4 million
just to get even in these areas-called
"resource modification funds".
Governor Andrus cut that to $700,000
as a current request. In view of this
university's appointed mission and role,
its steady enrollment growth and its
commitment to Idaho residents' educa
tion needs for this region, we need the
larger resource modification-and that
just to keep at our present level of fund
ing, per BSU student.
We should, in this light, make special
mention of three programs for which we
have drawn a "minimum" line, and for
which we hope the legislature will vote
"continuation " funds. They are the
programs designed to produce a Mas
ters' Degree in Public Administration; a
Master's Degree in Secondary Educa
tion; and a sophomore study year in the
ongoing Radiologic Technology pro
gram.
These are programs tested and found
vital to state of Idaho needs. We would
hate to see them marooned in a general
funds reduction. So we're urging legis
lators to study those three proposals, to
check the practical way they are being
developed here and to appreciate that
BSU can provide this training at a very
modest cost per student.
Third, there is our frank concern that
more attention be given to the ravage of
inflation on the funding levels now
proposed for this school. Lacking a
special inflation-factor fund, many things
that seem increases for BSU will be
"eroded" back to old levels of operation.
So, as a general analysis, we see the
governor's recommendations in our
direction as "fair-conservative", if that is
a useful term. For that reason, we
remain grateful for what we gain, but
anxious to see further discussion aimed
at compromise funding of critical areas.
And compromise, after all, is where
the legislature comes in. But that, as we
shall see in weeks to come, is another
phase of the story ....
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Local Doctors Boost Health Science School
by Kim Rogers
Medical professionals, well-known
throughout Treasure Valley, such as Dr.
Maurice M. Burkholder are one reason
why Boise State's health science pro
gram is the success it is today.
Dr. Burkholder served as the first
chairman for the advisory council to
health sciences, a council organized to
channel professional help into the grow
in� program at BSU.
From a study made in 1913 on the
feasibility of a junior college in Boise,
until 1971 when the School of Health
Sciences was created, the problem of
adequate health studies was a major
problem.
The Health Science building. current
ly housing a large portion of the School
of Health Science, was built in 1942 for
the city-county health department. The
first major step to bring medical studies
to Boise State happened in 1955. The
nursing program was transferred from
the hospitals to the Boise Junior College
campus.
As the growth of Boise Junior College
necessitated accreditation changes, a
new name and new programs, the health
sciences field also continued to grow. In
December, 1971, the School of Health
Sciences was created and the following
July, Dr. Victor Duke was named as the
first dean of that school.
Dr. Duke saw the need to form an
advisory council to aid the health school
with its many needs as a blooming pro
gram. And so the advisory council to the
School of Health Sciences was formed
that same year Dr. Duke took over as
dean.
"Many people are unaware of the kind
of input we have and what our decisions
are predicated upon," emphasized Dr.
Duke. "The advisory council is a high
powered, effective working force."
The council is chosen by the dean, he
appoints "people who have the back
ground and information from community
and their own professional specialties to
create the quality of input we desire."
Since the inception of the council,
BSU's School of Health Science has
taken a giant step forward. In June,
1973, the State Board approved the crea
tion of departments in: allied health,
community and environmental health,
and pre-professional studies in addition
to the existing nursing department.

Boise State
ORTProgram
NowAccredited
Accreditation on the national level
was recently awarded to the Operating
Room Technology program at Boise
State. A year end meeting of the Council
on Medical Education of the American
Medical Association produced the award.
This action was taken upon recom
mendation from the Joint Review Com
mittee on Educational Programs for the
Operating Room Technician which is
sponsored by the American College of
Surgeons, American Hospital Associa
tion and the Association of Operating
Room Technicians.
For students in the nine month pro
gram, accreditation means national
recognition, easier job seeking out-of
state, and it makes scholarships spon
sored by the Association of Operating
Room Technicians available to them.
According to Elizabeth Curtis, in
structor in ORT, students attend classes
on the Boise State campus ts well as
doing their clinical work at St. Alphon
sus Hospital where they learn valuable
first hand operating room procedures.
At the end of the nine month period,
students are ready to begin a job as a
qualified ORT and take the national
certification test which is required in
Idaho.

..

"Brain Scanner" is part of in-hospital training for radiologic tech nology students. On
the job experience is a
valuable part of BSU's health science program.

USE OF TIDS

And this year, the radiologic tech
nology program was approved and
initiated and the nurse practitioner,
component of baccalaureate nursing was
started.
The advi�ry council is made up of
twelve active members that display
some of the best professional qualifica
tions that Treasure Valley can offer.
Dr. Burkholder, a private practitioner
in internal medicine in Boise since 1948,
served as the council's first chairman
from the fall of 1972 until October, 1975.
"He worked very hard for three years as
chairman and did an excellent job for
us," commented Dr. Duke.

The need to attract honor students,
develop uniform set of admission stan
dards throughout Idaho's institutions of
higher learning; acquire more scholar
ship money; and to develop a local
university facility comparable t o any
major university are all top priority
ideas for further health science educa
tion at Boise State.

In addition to his private practice, Dr.
Burkholder was acting medical director
for the Mountain States Tumor Institute
from 1968 to 1973. He has also served as
president of St. Luke's Medical Staff,
1957; Elk's Rehabilitation Center Medi
cal Staff, 1958; Ada County Medical
Society, 1963; and St. Alphonsus Medi
cal Staff, 1966-67.
Part of the advisory council's responsi
bilities include: developing ideas, mak
ing recommendations, and reviewing
reports from the dean of health sciences.
Members meet monthly to discuss
several topics which concern: organiza
tion, leadership, management, pro
grams, accessibility, physical facilities,
personnel, funding, quality and long
range planning.
Some of the recommendations handed
down by the advisory council this year
include: to provide accredited health
education at two functional levels: a)
associated degree-technical, 2 years; b)
B.S. degree-supervisory, 4 years.
To consolidate education preparation a core year (preclinical year) for nursing
and allied health. Transfer health educa
tion from hospital based programs to
institutional based programs. Provide
for "upward" and "lateral" mobility both
within and among colleges and univer
sities.
According to Dr. Burkholder, the long
range plans of the council are to work for
the development: of physical facilities;
health science buildings; biomedical
studies; a health science library; a
master's degree in nursing; occupational
and physical therapy programs, and any
others as determined by the State Board
of Education.

Dr. Maurice Burkholder

The advisory council is composed of
twelve active members and three ex
officio members. Besides Dr. Burk
holder, the council includes: Dr. Clay
Morgan, the recently elected chairman.
Dr. Morgan serves as the medical
director for nursing and the medical
records program at BSU. He is a family
physician practicing in Boise and is past
president of the Ada County Medical
Society.
In addition to being on St. Luke's
hospital medical staff, he is involved
with Family Practice Residency at St.
Luke's. He is also a member of the Boise
School Board.
David M. Barton, M.D. practices
medicine at the Obstetric and Gynecolo
gical clinic in Boise. He has served on the
advisory council since its inception and
also is a faculty member at the Univer
sity of Washington school of medicine,
he is active in the direction and teaching
of medical students in Boise.
Currently serving as medical director
for the radiological technology program
at BSU, Dr. David Bennett was one of
the first people on the ad hoc committee
of radiologists to study the feasibility of
that program at Boise State.

John W. Gerdes, Ph.D., also on the
committee, serves as director for the
Mountain States Regional Medical pro
gram that encompasses Idaho, Montana,
Wyoming, and Nevada.

An alumnus of Boise Junior College
and local dentist, Dr. Robert Gudmund
sen also serves as a member of the
advisory board for health education for
the State Board of Education. He also
assists Dr. Charles Baker of BSU with
the pre-dental program.
Recently elected President of Idaho
Hospital Administrators Association,
Sister Justine Marie, CSC, is the admin
istrator of St. Alphonsus Hospital. She is
also on the board of trustees of St.
Joseph's Hospital, South Bend, Indiana
and is secretary to the board of trustees
of St. Alphonsus Hospital.
Lawrence L. Knight, M.D., serves as
a pathologist at St. Luke'�rHospital. He
is the medical director for the medical
technologist program at BSU and is
involved with the St. Luke's - St.
Alphonsus medical technology intern
program.
With a long history of support and
active participation in nursing at Boise
State, Mrs. Laura Larson, RN, joined
the advisory council as past director of
the nursing program of Mountain States
Regional Medical program. She also
serves BSU's Nursing advisory board.
President of Area Health Education
Consortium of Treasure Valley (AHEC),
Robert H. Sabin, MBA, is employed at
the Veterans Administration Hospital.
He is also on the advisory board for
Family Practice Residency program.
David Merrick, M.D., is a practicing
chest physician in Boise in addition to
serving as physician in charge of the
respiratory technician program at St.
Luke's Hospital.
He is medical director of the respira
tory therapy program at Boise State,
and is an adjunct associate professor at
BSU.
Medical Director of the Student
Health Services a t Boise State, Dr.
Robert Matthies also serves as an
adjunct associate professor for the
school of health sciences.
Ex officio members to the council
include: Dr. R. E. Bullington, Executive
Vice President at BSU; Fred 0.
Graeber, M.D., Director of Medical
Education, office of the State Board of
Education; and Dr. Victor Duke, Dean
BSU School of Health Science.
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Nobody Laughs When
They
Sit
Down
to Play
Whether the sound comes from
BSU's newest computer [left] or
one of the world's oldest music
devices, the players at BSU rank
among Treasure Valley's finest.
While Dr. Robert Sulanke ran oH a
few computerized formulaes in
soulful style on the 370 computer
located in t h e BSU research
center, Music Department artists
finished a popular winter tour.
They are the faculty String Trio,
who will perform here, again, in
recital on February 20. Players are
[standing 1-r] Assistant Professor
J. Wallis Bratt and Composer In
Residence Daniel Stern. Pianist
for the trio is BSU Instructor Sara
J. Blood.

Boise Nurse
Crusades For
Breast Check
by Margaret Bailey
United Press International
Concerned over the number of her
friends who had mastectomies and
aware of her own procrastinations on
breast self examination, a Boise nurse
developed a system to help women cheek
regularly for telltale lumps.
Jerine E. Brown, a nurse practitioner
with the Boise State University student
clinic, is teaching husbands to cheek
their wives' breasts for lumps under a
new approach she ea11s "A Touching
Experience."
presented a paper on
Mrs. Brown
the new approach at the Thirty-ninth
Annual Pacific College Health Associa
tion meeting recently in Honolulu,
Hawaii.
In an interview with UPI, she said
breast cancer is the most feared disease
of women, that 89,000 women this year
in the United States will develop the
cancer and for 33,000 it will be fatal. One
out of 15 women develops breast cancer
during her life.
"I've been concerned about this for
years. I know all the hazards and I know,
too, that my age makes me a prime tar
get. Yet do I examine my breasts
routinely? No. I use the same excuses as
most women- too tired, too busy, too
unconcerned. I11 do it tomorrow or next
month," she said.
On the other side, she said there are
women who do not appreciate the impor
tance of self-examination, or who lack
the knowledge and confidence, or who
are just too fea rful, too modest or
inhibited b y taboos against touching
one's own body.
The new concept received enthusiastic
support from the clinic medieal director,
students, family and friends so Mrs.
Brown invited seven couples to the
Health Center for the first elass on
examinations.
"Directing my instruction to the hus
band, I demonstrated a thorough breast
examination, carefully explaining tim
ing, lighting, touching and stressing the
importance of early detection."
A life-like model of a woman's upper
chest is used to show the slight darken
ing of the skin associated with breast
cancer and to experience what it feels
like to touch a lump in a breast.
By timing, Mrs. Brown said she means
when the examination should be madefive to seven days after the woman's
menstrual period or, if the woman is on
oral contraceptives, on the day she takes
the fll'st pill for the month.
For older women or those who have
had hysterectomies, Mrs. Brown sug
gests making the examinations "on the
day they get their Social Security checks
or pay day."
"The important thing is that it is done
regularly and at the same time of each
month."
"This class definitely seemed to offer a
touching, teaching guide that inspired
these married students," she said. "The
men seemed eager and willing to assume
and share this responsibility of examin
ing their wives' breasts on a monthly
schedule."
"This is one way they can show their
wives that they really and truly are con
cerned about their health and future
welfare," she said.
Since that first class, Mrs. Brown has
taught a class to a group of Idaho Air
National Guardsmen and has received
requests from church groups, police
associations and high school teachers.

MEETING SET
The student National Education Asso
ciation will meet at 4 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 21 in room 219 of the Library to dis
cuss the proposed education building.
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V o- Tech Han dimen All Over BSU
Already known as a training center
that turns out graduates in almost two
dozen fields,BSU's Vocational-Technical
School has an unsung side that routinely
saves Boise State-and Idaho tax
payers-hundreds of dollars.
As a quick, inexpensive combination
of repairman,welder,machinist,drafts
man and horticulturist, the vo-tech
school has been used by many depart
ments for money-saving projects.
Last semester,for example,psychol·
ogy students Stan Uffner and Russell
Dawe needed a costly stereotaxic unit
that enables electrodes to be implanted
in the brains of rats ...without it their
experiments had to be scrapped. Funds
weren't available.

Abraham Lincoln was a sparse eater.
If he had a favorite light repast it was
apples.But the popular way to serve
apples during the period corresponding
with Lincoln's life,as it had been during
George Washington's time, was apple
pie, with a good coating of hot rum
SitliCe.

Their solution: Have the vo-tech
machine shop students and instructors
build a model for about $100. A com
parible unit would cost $1,500 on the
open market,they estimate.
Heaviest users of the vo-tech exper
tise are BSU's science departments and
Building and Grounds offices.In biology,
vo-tech welders have built everything
from fish shockers to aquatic nets. A
field trip trailer they made a few years
ago would have cost $1,000 downtown.
Varmint traps built by vo-tech saved the
school another $300, estimates biologist
Ray Moore.
"They save us time and money on lots
of little repair jobs. It enables our
professors to do a better job because
they don't have to wait for things ...
they're always ready to help when we
need them," he says.
In a project for Building and Grounds,
vo-tech welders built a complete fire
escape that will be installed at the
Health Building in the near future.
Vo-tech has also built things like hand
rails and bike racks for Mengel's opera
tion.Three years ago they repaired
frozen water pumps in the football
stadium that "are still working today " he
says.
Vo-tech instructors say one of the
most money saving services they offer is
a "fast repair" operation that is used
almost daily by various school depart
ments.
Best example came when one of the
BSU print shop's heavy presses broke.
To order a new part from Switzerland

BuUetin Board
February
Sunday, February 1
Pop Films, "Death Wish"

&

"Cool Hand Luke",

8:00p.m., SUB Ballroom
Thursday, February 5
Basketball, Northern Arizona University (Away)
Friday, February 6
Foreign Films, "Streets of Shame"

&

"Nanaml"

(Japan); 3:00 Boisean Lounge, 7:00, LA 106
Saturday, February

7

Basketball, Weber State College (Away)
Sunday, February8
Pop Films, "Sweet Charily"

&

"My Fair Lady",

8:00p.m., SUB Ballroom
Wind Ensemble Concert, 8:15 p.m., M u s i c
Auditorium
Monday, February9
Ceramic

&

Drawing Exhibition, LA Gallery. To

February 27
Friday, February

t3

Basketball, University of Idaho (Away)
Foreign Fil m, "Lion In Winter" (Great Britain);
3:00Boisean Lounge, 7:00 LA 106
Saturday, February 14
Basketball, Gonzaga University (Away)
District Ill Solo

&

Small Ensemble Festival, BSU

campus
Sunday, February 15
Pop Films, "Great Dictator''

&

"Modem Times";

8:00p.m. Fine Arts Center
Tuesday, February

17

Janis lan Concert, Fairgrounds, sponsored by
BSU (tentative)

A braham Lincoln's Virginia
Green Apple Pie

WITHOUT VO-TECH help psychology students Stan Uffner and Russell Dawe
wouldn't have this little $1,500 instrument used in rat experiments. Built by vo-tech
maehinists for under $100, it is one example of the money-saving projects the school
has undertaken.
would have meant weeks of press "down
time" and a healthy shipping bill.
Vo-tech welders solved the problem in a
matter of days.
Welders and machinists are not the
only ones to get into vo-tech's charitable
act. Drafting has provided the school
with campus maps, seating charts for
the gym and stadium and handouts for
reserve parking patrons. In their
biggest project to date, drafting stu
dents and instructors designed the
greenhouse for the horticulture depart
ment.
In the child care studies program,
children age 21/z-5 are enrolled in ses
sions daily.Children of BSU students,
staff and faculty make up most of the
classes.The program is so popular that
classes are already full for spring semes
ter.
Horticulture students have played key
roles in many of BSU's campus beautifi-

cation projects.They have done much of
the spring flower planting and provide
care for many of the indoor plants in
BSU's buildings. Along with Building
and Grounds,horticulture students and
instructors do much of the campus land
scape designing. Last year they land
scaped the new vo-tech building.
In other projects, they have sent
design plans to other s.chools in Idaho
such as Kuna High School,and the Idaho
Falls vo-tech school.
Vo-tech instructors stress that the
service projects have more than a
money-saving side to them. They also
provide valuable training opportunities
for students.As Building and Grounds
chief Mengel puts it,"I can't say enough
about them ...if they see some training
value in it,they hop right on any job we
ask."

Home Ec Classes Keep Pace
With Changing Times of '70's
Ecology, a depressed economy and
unisex have touched,of all places, the
home economics teaching world,accord
ing to BSU Home Economics Chairman,
Leda Scrimsher who says several new

Mushroom
Buffs Gather

Southwest Idahoans
and Eastern
Oregonians interested in the lively little
mushroom as a science study have an
organization gaining momentum here,
with BSU faculty members Dr.Marcia
Wicklow and Dr.Don Obee as founding
leaders.
First meeting of the Southern Idaho
Mycological Society drew over one hun
dred mushroom fanciers to the BSU
science building auditorium during
December,1975. They came from as far
west as Ontario,Ore.and as far east as
Rupert,Idaho,reports Dr.Obee.
Main business of the session was to
name a slate of officers, then watch an
orientation slide show on basic mush
rooms,presented by Dr.Wicklow.Both
Obee and Wicklow said the organiza
tion's purpose is to be a forum and
education source for peop le after mush
rooms for photography,for a menu item
or as a point of interest in nature walks.
They plan to schedule monthly meet
ings and special field trips in each
season.

courses at her school reflect these
trends.
The recycling fever caused by infla

tionary costs on clothing items has
caused high interest in a new Clothing
Renovation course,open to any student
without prerequisite courses,she says.
Changing roles of men in the house
hold world will be reflected by male
enrollment in the BSU sewing course,
Clothing Construction. This will be the
first time this basic course has been open
to male students,says Mrs.Scrimsher.
"More and more,men are discovering
the value of knowledge in basic home
cooking,sewing and other household
skills," she says.
Another modern trend - the concern
over nutrition in a society of snack foods
and pre-packaged meals - shows up in a
BSU home economics "newcomer"
course this spring term.
Called "Neonatal and Infant Nutri
tion," the three-credit course'is aimed at
the problems of young mothers and
those in pregnancy phases to seek a
balanced diet for themselves and their
infants in critical development months.
"You'd be surprised at the generally
lousy diets followed by so many young
women and mothers these days," says
Chairman Scrimsher. "We expect the
course to be quite popular with nurses
and health care workers,as well as
individual women."

Pastry for a two crust pie
6 medium-sized tart green apples,
pared,cored & sliced
1 cup sugar
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/z teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/• teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon lemon juice
Butter pieces
Line a 9 inch pie tin with half the
pastry. Roll out remainder for top crust;
set aside.Arrange apple slices in pan.
Combine sugar, cornstarch, cinnamon,
nutmeg,and salt; sprinkle over apples.
Drizzle with lemon juice and dot
generously with butter pieces. Wet the
rim of the pie crust with water.Cover
with top crust; seal together by fluting
or crimping top and bottom.Cut slits in
upper crust for escape of steam. Bake
pie at 425 deg. F. for 15 minutes; reduce
heat to 375 deg.F.and bake 45 minutes.
Before serving,spoon over the pie slices
a little hot rum sauce.

Hot Rum Sauce
1/z cup sugar
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1/4. teaspoon salt
2 cups milk,scalded
1 egg,slightly beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Rum

M i x dry ingredients together in a
small saucepan.Stir in scalded milk and
bring rapidly to boiling; reduce heat.
Cook, stirring constantly, until thick
ened and clear,about 3 minutes.Stir a
little h o t sauce into beaten egg;
immediately return to pan,stirring con
stantly.Cook and stir over low heat 3
minutes. Add vanilla extract and rum to
taste; serve hot.

Bulletin Board
January
Friday, January
Foreign Film

-

23

Distant Thunder- (Bengali) - 3:00

Boisean Lounge, 7:00 LA 106
Art Show

•

Ferdinand Roten Galleries - 12:00

•

6:00Senate Chambers
Last day to late register except by petition. Last
day to add new courses or change from audit to
credit without consent of instructor.
Small Ensemble Concert

•

Percussion Ensemble,

8:15 Music Auditorium
Saturday, January 24
Basketball· BSU vs. Idaho State U. (A)
Outdoor Activities

•

Cross Country Ski Clinic at

Idaho City-Meet at Gamesroom at8:00 a.m. Free
-Ski Rental $2.00 per day (1 day trip)
Sunday, January 25
Pop Film- Great White Hope-8:00 p.m. Ballroom
Art Committee· Photography Show - Open to all
students. From January

25th through February

19th - Obtain information in Programs Office
Tuesday, January 27
S.A.C. Film

•

The Dispossessed and Song for

Dead Warriors-12:15 and 7:30-Big 4
Friday, January 30
Foreign F i l m

•

The Loneliness of the Long

Distance Runner - Great Britain - 3:00 Boisean
Lounge- 7:00 LA 106
Basketball- BSU vs. Northern Arizona

(H)

Saturday, January 31
Basketball- BSU vs. Weber State College

(H)
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Mailed Mid-term System May End
Students at Boise State, used to
getting their mid-term grades by mail,
will have to go to their professors to find
out those grades in the future under a
new proposal from the school's Academic
Standards Committee.

A departure from the present midterm mailing system, the measure was
approved 8-2 at the committee's Jan. 12
meeting. Committee head Dr. Robert
Friedli says the proposal will go "very
soon" to the Faculty Senate for late

Backpackers Delight
..

January or early February consideration.
Questioning whether present mailed
mid-term reports "fulfill the purpose for
which they are intended," the standards
committee recommendation will require

the faculty to have mid-term grades
available upon the request of each
student. Professors would no longer
have to report their grades to the Regis
trar. Freshmen, however, will continue
to get mailed reports.
To insure student access to professor
at mid-term, a second part of the stan
dards committee recommendation asks
that part-time faculty be listed in the
campus directory.
The latest recommendations are a
revision of proposals that were before
the Faculty Senate in December. That
body already voted to eliminate the
present system, but later reconsidered
the action and sent it back to Friedli's
committee.
"We have found that mid-terms are
not doing what they were designed to do
...a new reporting vehicle is needed,"
says Friedli. "On one hand we have
those who say the mailing system is a
waste of time and money . . . on the
other hand, most feel there should be
some indicator for students."
Opposition to the new proposal is
expected from the Student Senate,
which already has voted down similar
measures two times."It's polarized ...
we're convinced that mailed mid-terms
are needed," says student Senator Dave
Wynkoop, who is also a member of the
Academic Standards Committee.
Citing BSU's 67 faculty in off-campus
housing, Wynkoop says professor con
tact would be a problem under the
recommended policy. "We would !ike ,_
guarantee that we can easily learn
grades. It's especially hard to reach
part-time faculty wh� teach night
'
classes."
Several BSU administrative offices
such as financial aid, counseling and
veteran's affairs use mid-term reports,
he adds.
Faculty Senate head Dr. Monte
Wilson says that while "he wouldn't bet1

BACKPACKERS AND hikers will have a new book authored by BSU Communica
tion professor Robert Boren and his wife Marjorie to guide their Oower-watehiog
this summer. "WildOowers of the Sawtooth Mountain Country," with its 64 color
plates, will be one of the rare books on Idaho wilderness area flowers when it hits the
book shops soon. Copies can be ordered from Sawtooth Publishing Co., 1002 E.
Bannock, Boise.

Opera Salutes Six

..

The Opera Theatre of the Department
of Music, Boise State University,
presented its annual "Opera Night" Sun
day evening, January 18, in the music
auditorium.
This year's "Opera Night" consisted of
six scenes from the grand opera

repertou-e:
Humperdinck's "Hansel and Gretel" opening duet with Barbara Shockey
(Gretel) and Barbara Lingenfelter (Han
sel).
Mozart's "Cosi Fan Tutte" - first act
duet with Angela Wurdella (Fiodiligi)
and Sue Fisher (Dorabella).

School Calendars
Drop Holidays

Verdi's "Rigoletto" - Act III quartet
with Glen Grant (Duke), Jim Hobson
(Rigoletto), Carla Miller (Gilda), and
Cheryl Anderson (Maddalena).

Members of BSU's executive council
approved a new academic calendar 1976
that would delete Columbus Day and
Veterans' Day as BSU teaching holidays,
during fall term. Washington's Birthday
would drop from Spring Term holiday
status under the proposal.

Mozart's "Marriage of Figaro" - Act
III sextet with Jim Dobson (F\!Saro),
Michael Peters (Don Curzio), Rod
Daugherty (Count Almaviva), Shirley
Madsen (Marcellina), Robert Heller (Dr.
Bartolo), and Barbara Shockey (Susan
na).
Rossini's "Barber of Seville" - Act III
quintet with Carla Miller (Rosina),
Gerald Morelock (Figaro), Robert Wal
lace (Dr. Bartolo), Michael Lee (Count
Almaviva), and Larry Peterson (Don
Basilio).
'

Fall Semester fmal examination .days
would become December 17-21 in 1976,
using a Saturday for the final day, under
the council proposal.
Changes were made after a state
board of education set a new require
ment for total teaching days at state
colleges and universities.

Donizetti's "Lucia Di Lammermoor Act II sextet and chorus.

the farm on it," he does expect the
measure to pass the Senate.Feelings are
not unanimous, but most faculty mem
bers feel reporting mid-terms to the
Registrar is unnecessary if it can be done
another way, he says.
In other action, the standards commit
tee will send a proposed change in the
present "no D" rule. That rule says
students can't graduate if they have a D
grade in their major field. Standards
committee members a r e considering
!Changes in that rule as FOCUS goes to
press.
Friedli says several proposals may
come before the committee, including a
straight grade point requirement set by
each department. Another idea will
eliminate the rule only for graduates
with a 3 point or better average.

Grant Slot
Boise State University student Gary
Webster has been named as a grant
evaluator for the National Endowment
for the Humanities based in Washington,
D.C.
He will join 12 other people on the
board that reviews youth grant pro
posals submitted to the organization.
The panelist board each year reviews
several hundred funding requests for
various academic projects.

Six Get Job Boost
Personnel director Jane Euser an
nounced this month that six classified·
employees have been promoted during
the fall semester. They include Martin
Dennis, maintenance foreman in physical
plant; Jean Galland, mechanic in physi
cal plant; Richard Holland, building
maintenance in physical plant; Carol
Johnson, chief clerk in Registrar's office;
Margaret Jones, Senior clerk in Admis
sions office; and Kathy Wood, senior
secretary in President's office.

DOROTHY HARTSHORNE retires af
ter eight years of "friendly, excellent"
service as a custodian for Driscoll Hall,
according to Jon Vestal, Housing Direc
tor. Dorothy and her husband, who is
also retired, will make their new home
in California.

BSU After
'Par' Status
One of BSU's major objectives for this
session of the legislature bears the '
generalized title "resource modifica- 1
tion". In general it covers the need to
bring BSU activities and their funding to
equal support status with similar
activities and similar student "load" at
other state schools.
In this session of the legislature, there
is a recommendation from the State
Board of Education to give BSU special
"resource modification" for these fund
ing to bring these activities up to "par"
with other schools:
$604,500 for support personnel in such
overburdened service agencies as Data
Processing, Buildings and Grounds, the
Business Office, Student Affairs and the
Library.
$114,900 for summer school salaries
comparable to those at Idaho and Idaho
State universities.
$460 ,800 for 24 additional faculty
members; $100,000 for applied research
at BSU; $127,500 for auxiliary enter
prises operation on campus.

Who's Who
David Taylor, BSU Vice-President for
Student Affairs, has announced that
eighteen students nominated by BSU
have been selected for inclusion in the
1975-76 edition of the prestigious "Who's
Who Among Students in American Uni
versities and Colleges.
Seniors chosen for the honor are Carol
Ann Arrizabalaga (Boise); Charles W.
Bryan Jr. (Boise); Ronald Gene Buchan
an (Boise); D. Allen Dalton (Nampa);
Walter Freestone (Hansen); Barbara
Metcalf Hansen (Boise); Barbara Wertz
Howard (Glenns Ferry); Vicki M.
Inchausti (Buhl); Karen B. Johnson
(Gooding); Vesta Maughan (Twin Falls);
Ronald Lee O'Halloran (Boise); Henry R.
Parker (Boise); and David Wynkoop
(Boise).
Juniors selected are Eric M.Bischoff
(Blackfoot); Douglas E. Gochnour
(Boise); Robert W. Hoppie (Boise);
Christine M. Schultheis (Port Orchard,
Wn.); and Howard W.Welsh (Boise).
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Parking Backbone
Of New Scholarship

The Greatest Need
By Dyke Nally
Direetor BSU Alumni Assoeiation
Looking back a few years when I enrolled at BJC in 1963, I can't help
but reminisce about the fact that I have more or less grown up with this
now. Boise State University for the past 13 years.
Yes, I can remember when the library occupied a small, second floor
section of the old administration building and when a good share of the
total classrooms were also in the administration building; also, when you
were terribly upset if you could not park your car in the first row of
parking spaces next to the building (however, you usually could!).
I recall the old Student Union Building quite well as I spent a good deal
of my time there both working in the old faculty dining room and playing
in the snack bar.

Idaho high school seniors will become
the beneficiaries of all those parking fees
paid by Boise State University reserved
parking slot holders, starting with
school year 1976-77.
Through a new scholarship program,
based on income from those parking
revenues and other university sources,
Idaho students with a minimum 3.5 high
school graduation average will b e
eligible for 115 "University Club"
scholarships.
A notable aspect of the program-

scholarships will be awarded based on
student academic and leadership
achievement, not on "need" basis. Most
other scholarship programs judge appli
cants heavily in terms of parent financial
condition, or "need".
Official title for the parking fee-based
scholarship program is the Boise State
University Club Scholarship Fund.
People who will have a heavy say about
operation of the fund, and actual distri
bution to students, are University Club
Scholarship committee members.
They are Jerry Davis, BSU High
School & University Relations; Richard
Rapp, Financial Aids; Jan Baxter, Gifts
- Endowments Office; Guy Hunt,
Admissions & Records; Fred Norman,
Student Union Direetor; Mark Snow,
Psychology Associate Professor.
Current committee agreement is to
divide the total scholarship "pot" into
scholarships of varying terms-and thus
dollar totals.
One hundred scholarships worth the
current single-semester fee of $181
would be available for high school grade
leaders who get applications in to BSU
by the March 1, 1976 deadline.
Another ten scholarships would pay a
full two semesters worth of fees, or an
estimated $362.
Five scholarship winners would get
the best award offered-$1,000 to pay
room and board in university housing.

Doaald B. Holsinpr

University Relations Director Davis
will act as a major recommendation and
initial screening source for the full com
mittee. As the man who logs thousands
of miles around the path of Idaho high
schools annually, he says he'll try to
keep the fund aimed fairly and equitably
at all areas of the state.
"My real hope is that the fund will get
to where we can have at least one solid
scholarship award, under this program,
for every high school in Idaho," he says.

Those days are hard for me to relate to from an enrollment and facility
standpoint when I view the present campus situation. There were
approximately 2700 students then compared to 11,000 plus, now.
The purpose of this shocking comparison in 13 years is to share a hard
fact with you. Those few small buildings many of us remember, accom
modated the student body probably more comfortably than many of the
present facilities accommodate them today. Yes, we are cramped and
badly overcrowded at Boise State University!
Our main objective at BSU is to educate. Therefore, the administra
tion must concentrate on needs to fulfill the academic mission first, when
it comes to priority funding requests for facilities.

Now, Our Greatest Need
In my time at this institution, I have never seen a greater need than
that of getting full funding for the badly needed Phase II of the Science
Education Building.
The State Board of Education is requesting $3,350,000 from the
Permanent Building Fund Council and the legislature this session, to
complete Phase II of the Science-Education Building. The governor
supports the idea and the next and final decision is up to the legi�lature.

'

�

Your legislators are faced with making decisions and voting on an
extremely large number of bills during the session and they are very
busy people. But I'm certain they would be happy to spend some time
visiting with you or reading a letter from you regarding this funding
request, which will affect so many students from throughout the State of
Idaho now, and in the future.
Here Are Faets To Ponder
In your discussion with your legislators, the following facts concerning
the need for the full funding of Phase II of the Science-Education
Building should prove helpful:
Slxty-a..,.n full-time faculty members are
now offlcld In old homea In a ,...ldentlal
nelghbomood aouth of the University proper.
Student ac:ceaa to thele f aculty members Ia
difficult. The quality of the lnatNctlonal �
g,.m Ia handicapped by theM �Ilona.
The School of Education at Boise State Uni
versity, with an enrollment of about

1,000

students, has all of its personnel officed on a
temporary basis in the Library and has no
facilities for classrooms.

Hallwaya In the llb,.ry have become He:,.
terlel atatlons which congeal theM a,... a and
cauae dlaNptlons In the perfoi'!Nince of a
number of key secretarial people.
The University is officing on campus four
faculty members in single rooms designed
for two faculty members.

The University has received

u

mejOt' gifts

and smell pieces of equipment which are
llterllly In tloniQI beclute we do not have
suitable laboratorlet and cla11room1 to
accommodate the needed lnstNctlonal and
research equipment which the Unlveralty
a Ireedy owns.
The entire School of Health Sciences is locat
ed in temporary quarters which include part
of the Student Health Center Building and an
old building which the Ada County Health
Department vacated about ten years ago.

There Ia a sh0t'18QI of both teaching stations
and lockers for lllb student1 In the Sclencel.

The Art Department has

which cannot be offered due to space limits�
lions.

The Untver.lty Is renting off-campus 1pace In

Coatiaaed oa pap 19

from private corpoflltlons a number of large

Alumni in touch .
Beary N. Heueheid of Blackloot has
received the 1975 Annual Gallantry
Award of the Idaho Easter Seal Society.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard
Henscheid.
Henseheid, 23, a University of Idaho
graduate student, was honored for
"valiant spirit and determination ex
hibited in building a normal, successful
life," despite being handicapped by
cerebral palsy.
Claytoa R. Severe has been elected
manager of the Caldwell college branch
of Bank of Idaho. Severe is a native of
Rupert, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Kesi
Severe, and attended Rupert schools
and Boise State University. Following
his discharge from the armed services,
he spent three years in the finance
department of Barnes Chevrolet in
Boise, five years with Pacific Finance in
Rupert and was manageri>f Consolidated
Finance of Burley. He started his bank
ing career in 1973.

William

C. Glyaa has been elected

Intermountain Gas Company treasurer

backlogs of students

on waiting lists to take required Art classes

•

•

Donald B. Holsinger, BSU alumnus,
has been appointed Assistant Professor
of the Comparitive Education Center at
the University of Chicago.
Mr. Holsinger started his post secon
dary education at BJC then went on to
receive a B.A. from Brigham Young
University, a M.A. and M.S. from the
University of Wisconsin and finally his
Ph.D. from Stanford University in 1972.
Recently, Holsinger has been ap
pointed as chairman of a major univer
sity committee to recognize the struc
ture of the educational complex at the
University of Chicago.
Mr. Holsinger, through correspon
dence with the Alumni Office, said, in
response to the importance of formal
education, that ". .. it is crucially impor
tant to assist students at BSU in gaining
the conviction that the educational
opportunities they now receive will
serve them well whatever may be their
ultimate career goal."

With the present fund still not com
plete (some revenue sources will not be
known until close of the fiscal year June
30), Davis still thinks. the top scholars of
each Idaho high school will get an equal
shot at a BSU University Club offer.
The University Club funds are a s
available t o potential vocational-techni
cal students as to those in the univer
sity's academic schools, Davis notes.
Once applications are in, the commit
tee will analyze them from scholastic and
social leadership viewpoints, announcing
the award winners by late spring.
Funds will then be distributed through
the BSU Office of Financial Aid, as are
virtually all scholarship and assistant
funds at BSU.

They write of awards,

to sueeeed J. A. Schuchart who resigned
in July 1974. Glynn joined Intermoun
tain as manager of financial planning
after working for Northern Natural Gas
Company of Omaha, Neb. He was
elected assistant treasurer of IGC last
May and has done graduate work at
Boise State University.
Briaa

Alum Gets New
U -Chicago Post

E. Beaatrow has recently been

named Vice President of Boise Building
Supply, Inc. Mr. Beautrow has been
with Boise Building Supply for 11/z
years. He is a graduate of Meridian High
School in 1970 and majored in Business
at BSU. He was formerly employed by
Western Auto Supply a s assistant
manager. His new responsibilities with
Boise Building Supply is credits and
collections.
Mrs. F. Fraacea Harris (58), a
graduate of the first three-year nqrsing
course offered at BSC, is presently with
the Peace Corp in Monrovia, Liberia West Africa. She is working as a nurse
there as she is retired from the Boise
Veterans Administration.

Bea Harria (65), son of Mrs. Frances
Harris, is the superintendent of con
struction and installation for Vanco
Recreation, Inc. of Renton, Washington,
where he resides. Mr. Harris is an
alumnus of BSU from the class of 1965.

£j0.,.j�tta"'-�._�
Coaruy and

Jaaie Rich, also alumni of
BSU, were married Jan. 2.

Larry Hopt is presently a law student
Karl Wiegen, 1978 BSU graduate in
chemistry and former student in the
honors program, is now studying in the
University of Dlinois graduate program,
specializing in organic chemistry.
He was recently selected to a one year
term as a member of the executive com
mittee for the National Collegiate
Honors Council. He joins BSU alumna
Anae Millbrooke and BSU Honors Pro
gram director Bill Meeh on that
committee.
Wieggers graduated from BSU with
highest honors.

Boise State 1973 graduate Roa a a e
Rich married Jerry Gillette Dec. 27. She
is a physical education teacher at West
Minieo Junior High School and lives at

Rt. 1, Paul, Idaho. She writes that Mike

at the University of Washington. He was

a graduate with Boise State University
with a B.A. in Eeonomies.
....

··

A Boise State University alumnus
took a major position of leadership in
western cattlemen's affairs this month.
John M. Olson, Boise, is the new Execu
tive Vice-President for the Arizona
Cattle Growers' association, that organi
zation announces.
It is the second major cattle growers'
position held by the 30-year old BSU
graduate, who holds a B.A. in business
administration after study here and at
the University of Idaho.
During the past four and one-half
years, Olson had been Executive Secre
tary of the Idaho Cattlemen's associa
tion. He moves to the Arizona organiza
tion offices this month.
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English Profs Tell "Why Johnny Can't Write"
By Larry Burke

•

"Somehow things have slid . . . as soon as they pick up a pen, it's all
over."
"We don't know whether Michelangelo would have had an A in English
composition. Language is changing ... I'm not saying that's good or bad,
if just is."
So say two Boise State English professors, each with a different
opinion about the current U.S. "writing crisis."
Which is right? Has student writing fallen into the "functionally
illiterate" abyss? Or are students merely reflecting changes in today's
language patterns?
Standardized tests, legislative pro
tests and national publicity have added
fuel to the already hot fire. The bulk of
the evidence points to a decline in
writing skills in recent years.
One survey quoted in the "Idaho
Statesman" found students tested in
1974 used simpler vocabulary, wrote in
shorter sentences and had more inco
herent paragraphs than students tested
in 1970.
"Newsweek " magazine, in an article

reminiscent of reading exposes of the
'60's,claimed student writing skills have
declined in the past 12 years.
"If your children are attending college,
the chances are that when they graduate
they will be unable to write ordinary,
expository English with any real degree
of structure and lucidity. Willy nilly,
the U.S. educational system is spawning
a generation of semiliterates," says the
introduction to the "Newsweek " article.
But is the problem really as serious as
that? More important, how b a d are
things at Boise State?
BSU English teachers generally agree
on one point-students today are not as
skilled as they should be at the "craft of
writing." Beyond that, opinions differ on
reasons and solutions.
Professors say writing deficiencies
run the gamut from poor sentence struc
ture and word usage to inability to
express ideas. And the problem, some
say, is not confmed to just the "bad "
students.
On the other hand, some professors
feel too much evidence is still out to
make any judgements. National reading
text book author Eunice Wallace, for
example, says right now the "national
whipping boy is education." Citing
changes in today's language, she ques
tions the validity of standards that are
used to measure student performance.
Tom Trusky says he is "partially con
vinced the older generation always finds
the younger less intelligent."
BSU Has Some Answers
Debate aside, BSU, like her sister
institutions all over the country, is doing
something to help students who enter
college with writing problems.
Charles Davis, head of the BSU
English Department, says students who

away from the written word, they claim.
Davis feels the problem is largely one
of attitude. Many students, he says,
"still think writing is just learning how
to use grammar. Most don't realize that
the hardest part of writing is putting
thoughts into words."
Many professors say students, busied
with jobs or families, don't really
appreciate the important o f writing.
·George Mitchell, for example, says
"there are many students who do not
feel that writing is necessary ..."
Lynn Renton seconds that. "Many
don't see the need in their life for
writing. They seem to think that if it's
not a marketable skill, they shouldn't
bother with it."
Another culprit is carelessness. Carol
Rinnert comes out strongly in favor of
re-writes, saying the main problem is
that "students need to revise and edit
their papers." Tom Trusky, who deals
with many of BSU's best writers as
advisor to the "cold-drill " magazine, says
rewrites are necessary to produce a
"well-thought paper."
Students Are Now Aware
But there is hope. Students, especially
those who entered this fall, are starting
to realize their writing problems, say
some professors. Davis says he has
noticed an improvement in this fall's
class. "Now at least they listen to
criticism," he claims.
Rick Leahy agrees, saying students
now realize they have "missed some
thing ... they are more interested now."
Louise Ackley says in the past now many
students were interested in expository
writing. "But now many of these
students r�cognize their lack of back
ground ...

Still others disagree.They see the rash
of publicity as a factor that has hurt
student morale. Eunice Wallace sees a
"discouragement among students who
have a bad image of t-hemselves."
Cures to the problem come in all
shapes and sizes. Some urge much

stricter teacher certification standards
and a renewed emphasis on high school
writing.Many high school teachers have
good backgrounds in literature,but can't
teach writing, they say. To solve that,
professors such as Terry Mosher recom
mend more required writing for teachers
and post-graduate workshops.
Students can help if they would read
more.Many professors feel the readi.ng
problem of a few years ago has led to the
writing problem of today.

One cited an honors class where many
students were unfamiliar with the works
of writers like Shakespeare, Dickens,
Thoreau and Hemingway. Reading is a
must for good writers, professors claim.
Davis points out that BSU's curricu
lum has been increased to help students
in their writing problems.Last fall there

fundamental and advanced skills in
expository writing, and must uniformly
and consistently demand competency in
those skills."

George Mitchell: "There should be a
writing clinic at BSU to which students
beyond E 101 and E 102 could go for
help. This should be on a mandatory
basis."
Carol Rinnert: "Learning to put aside
an early draft for a day or more before
revising can help students to see where
their writing is unclear."
Terry Mosher: "At BSU and other
colleges, I believe we need to offer at
least two courses in teaching composi
tion and require all secondary majors to
take them."
Louise Ackley: "If the student is
aware of his need and begins demanding
classes which will teach him what he

Capital Seniors Question
Values of Written Word

Statesman, Nov. 25

were 16 sections of developmental
classes. Spring semester classes are
offered in report writing, advanced
expository writing and practice in
writing.

Boise State, which does not use
graduate assistants to teach composi
tion, is better able to give freshmen
writing students better training, says
Davis. He feels that full professors who
are more experienced teachers should
teach freshman classes. "This gives
them more credibility with their stu
dents and I think we get better
instruction by using the whole staff." he
says.
Other departments could help if they
would insist on better writing from their
students. Writing, English professors
insist, is not something that can be
isolated for three hours a week during
the freshman year. For students to
improve, all instructors should demand
clear writing.
Their Solutions
Each professor has a dJfferent opinion
on what can be done to better the
situation. AJ sugestions, they offer
these:
Dale Boyer: In my classes I try to find
ways to increase the bulk of student
writing and student response to their
own writing."
Orvis Burmaster: "College teachers
must accept the responsibility for con
tinuing to teach their students both

wants to know, then the situation should
begin to improve."
Tom Trusky: "So, my remedy would
be to ease the load of high school
teachers, stress writing and logic and

the value of revision."
Lynn Renton: "Students need to take
more than just two semesters ...it is
dificult to retrain bad writers in that

amount of time."
Rick Leahy: "Teachers must find

interesting assignments ...they will
write better if they are interested in the
subject."
Eunice Wallace: "We recognize that
the solution to the reading-writing
problem for students must begin with

the classroom teacher, a fact which
places the responsibility inescapably on
those of us who train teachers."
Ross Nickerson: "The best thing to do
is get them in the office and work
individually with problems. We need
help from other disciplines to emphasize
the importance of writing."
Charles Davis: "Interest is tfle· pri
mary thing. Students must ·understand
the importance of writing."
Despite the bleak outlook portrayed
by magazines and tests, most BSU
professors think the problem can be at
least arrested.As Davis puts it, "College
still can help improve writing. Many
schools are trying to do something about
the problem..this department is one of
them."

College entrance tests
again bring low scoreS
THE SUNDAY OAEOOHIAN, JANUARY 11,

score below the 20th percentile on the
ACT entrance test go into a remedial
writing class to prepare them for first
year composition. That amounts to about
20 percent of the composition students.
A composition is given the first week of
class and adjustments are made if a
student's writing abilities are different
than the ACT test predicts, he says.
Last fall 360 students enrolled in
developmental writing.
Those figures differ radically from
other universities where the number of
students in remedial writing is much
higher. At the University of California,
for example, "Newsweek" reports that
"nearly half of last year's freshmen
demonstrated writing skills so poor that
they were forced to enroll in remedial
courses ..."
Who, or what, is to blame? Educators
could fill a book full of reasons for the
wr�ting slump. Films, phones, tapes,
mini-courses, poor high school teachers
and multiple choice tests are but a few of
the things that have led the students

ON ITS WAY to full three-story heighth, new Science wing of projected Science-Education complex is
newest cimpus target for sidewalk construction supervisors. Scheduled for completion in 1977, it wiD usher
"new era of sciences teaching and research here" according to Dean Joe Spulnik.
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Spoon River
Bicentennial
Kickoff Play
With alumni players in the key roles,
Boise State University will open the
second year of its Bicentennial special
events schedule in the school's new
Special Events Center with the Ameri
can classic, "A Spoon River Anthology",
February 12 through 22.
Director Fred Norman, noted Boise
civic theatre leader and BSU adminis
trator, says the production is the first of
two "classical works about developing
America" that he will direct for the BSU
Bicentennial schedule.
After opening night on Lincoln's
Birthday, February 12, the two-hour
production will play for the public all but
three nights of its eleven-day run
through February 22, Washington's
Birthday.
Special performances open to B S U
students only will run Sunday and
Monday, February 15 and 16. Idaho high
school juniors and seniors will receive

"Spoon River Anthology" will
play to a special eampus guest
audience on Lincoln's Birthday,
February 12. Bicentennial Coor
dinator John Caylor will send
individual invitations t o BSU
faculty, staff and student leaders
for the play and a post-play
reception in the Ada Lounge.
Tickets for performances from
February 13-22 will then be on
sale.

While workmen scamper over cat
walks above the huge, 34 x 80 foot stage
some forty-six feet above them, actors
and musicians worked over their lines
amid a clatter of hammers tapping rows
of new theatre seats into place.
Boise State University's $1.4 million
Special Events Center is in that kind of
bustle this week as its final touches go on
and opening production dates draw near.
BSU Projects Coordinator Palmer
Putnam says the structure is now "all
but complete", with final wiring under
way on the giant electronic panel and
consoles that will operate a maze of
theatre audio and lighting systems.
Exterior landscaping halted with a
turfed grass coating around the sloping
grounds that lead up to the slant-roofed
structure from campus level. Still to
come is a seeded grass yard in some
areas at the sides, plus a major entry
way sculpture by BSU artist John Kill
master.
Thus, for all major features, the
center will be ready when BSU will pro
duce the Bicentennial drama "Spoon
River Anthology" for the general public
beginning February 12.
But that week-long run will not be the
official building opening event. That
occasion comes up on March 11 when the
BSU student body, major funds source
for the "Speccenter" building bonds, will
produce a musical "celebration" as the
Grand Opening festival.
Architect Putnam is pressing to have
the Speccenter fully operable for the
"Spoon River" run, so contractors can
watch how the whole project "behaves"
under actual use.
After that February trial use, the
building will be closed again while crews
go over any "bugs" in the plant that
were revealed by "Spoon River" perfor
mances. March 1 is the scheduled date
for permanent opening to BSU use.
What first theatre goers will see,
inside the unusual building, is a vaulted
interior glowing in deep and lighter
tones of purple, says BSU Information
Director Bob Hall who toured the plant
this week. Seats and stage decor are
dark purple with lighter tints on carpet
ing and walls.
"Some of the construction features of
the building are unique in this area.

Others are the equal in custom theatrical
design to anything in the nation," he
claims.
Air-conditioning for the plant will be
driven by a 45-horsepower air exchang
ing system linked to the campus central
steam heating plant.
Out of audience view, a sailing ship's
worth of rigging, connected to twelve
thousand pound counterweights, is a
complex installation directly above the
stage floor. It will control scenery, the
fire curtain and the handsome, purple
main stage curtain.
Behind upholstered theatre seats,
arranged in continental style (two main
aisles with central section) production
crews will work their audio and lighting
magic behind a glass-boothed balcony
wall.
All lights, scenery pieces and audio
systems are controllable at the flick of
buttons on the balcony console. As an
added fillip, many production sequences
can be pre-programmed on tape, for
faultless automatic operation during
repeated performances onstage.
Another unusual feature of the build
ing that, says Hall, is "the most
advanced technical theatre structure
west of the Mississippi", is the acoustical
system. It is keyed on a series of ceiling
baffies that were tuned by audio special
ists using laser beam instruments to
perfectly gauge their angles and precise
heighth alignment.
Result, claims Hall, is that players
onstage can be heard in full voice at any
audience location without need of the
usual distracting microphones onstage.
Because so many custom wiring,
plumbing and acoustical features were
designed into the building, causing more
than the normal building problems in
odd roo f angles and wall alignments,
square foot cost of the structure is
pegged at about $90 per square foot,
reports Putnam.
"Main problem for the contractor was
the long, slanting roof," he explained.
"Where most building projects involve
tilting up uniform walls to meet a single
level ceiling, this one required the
builders to lay out the floor structure
and E:rect walls while beading upward to a
ceiling t h a t changed its intersecting

level every running inch," said Bob
Whiting, project supervisor for prime
contractor, Walter Opp Construction Co.
Another high cost factor resulted from
the immense strengthening system
designed into the stage and fly gallery
vault. To gain the clear span necessary,
some 26,000 pounds of overhead weight
support had to be structured into the
proscenium arch across the stage
opening.
Into that massive arch structure went
83,000 pounds of structural steel,
beyond the brick and concrete core,
Whiting explained.
Inside the multi-angled exterior walls,
the building house.s the main audience
gallery, stage, a rear rehearsal stage,
below-stage orchestra storage room,
orchestra pit, backstage "carpentry"
shop for scenery design and construc
tion.
Off to one side, behind the stage and
audience area, are dressing rooms, other
storage rooms and rear "porch" area
capable of later development for outdoor
productions.
To put the project together, Coordina
tor Putnam ran a complex and high
powered team of building and engineer
ing specialists through the project on a
tight schedule to meet all deadlines.
Architect Rich Williams conceived the
building plan for York and Williams, a
Boise architectural firm. Prime building
contractor was Walter Opp Construction
of Nampa-Caldwell.
Project supervisor who did "a remark
able job" of daily work direction for all
crews there, according to Putnam, is
Bob Whiting, for Walter Opp Construc
tion.

Bargain
Two noa-eub lift& to help BSU keep
track of thiDp and ship them around
eampus better were reeordecl this week
by Gifts & EndoWJDents Director Jan
Baxter.
From Idaho First National Bank, an
aeeounting maebine worth $500, for the
business office. From Mr. and Mrs.
Albert W. Smith, Boise, an electric: golf
cart to speed eampus mail and small
parcel deliveries.

Dr. Caylor will ask invitation
recipients to reserve their seats
by calling the office of Director
Fred Norman, one week before
the opening.
Ticket• for regular perfor·
manc:e1 each night from Feb.
12-15 and Feh. 18-22 will be on·
sale at the student information
desk in the Student Union.
special invitations to attend a perfor
mance especially for them on Wednes
day, February 18.
Second Norman-directed production
for the Bicentennial year will be "John
Brown's Body", the Civil War tragedy
by Stephen Vincent Benet. That play is
scheduled for the Special Events Center
during the July Fourth week this
summer.
Playing many roles each, during the
"Spoon River" performances, will b e
Mike Reinboldt, Ms. Pam Abas, Steve
Harmon, Doug Mitchell and Mrs. Gib
(Jeannie) Hocbstrasser.
Coordinator of the school's Bicenten
nial productions this year is BSU history
professor, John Caylor. He says ticket
prices for the public presentations of
"Spoon River" will be $2 adults and $1
students. Those tickets are now on sale
through the BSU Student Union office.
"Spoon River" will play each evening
at 8:15 p.m., says Dr. Cavlor.
Date for the speccenter's grand open
ing, say the students who will operate
the new building, is March 11.

Dyke
the daytime In the facilities thllt are remote

8nd not cte.lgnecl for lnatructloNII purpoaes.
The utlllutlon of multl-purpoae dUirooml
this Fall, 1975, Is as follows:
The utilization in the morning is 92%; in the
early afternoon 99%; and In the 2:40-4:30
time when we try to bring custodians in to
clean the facilities for night use, we even
have a 58% utilization of classrooms. The
evening use of the entire campus is running
With so little slack, it is extremely diffi

93%.

cult to meet the needs of class sizes even if
there is an occasional room not in use. In
fact, we are renting some classrooms off
campus for the regular day program simply
because some of the modern and larger size
classrooms are running

100%

occupancy

during the daytime.

If the building Is fully funded, It will toe
about eight months to plan, cte.lgn, and bfd
the building, and about two y..,.. to get It
conatNcted. The roughly ttne-y..r lag time
will mean thllt the UnlveBity will be delper
ately In need of the facility.

Look what's inside

"JOHN REALLY GETS INTO HIS WORK" could be title for this first peek at the new John Killmaster sculpture
(he calls it an "artwork") that will excite interest and probably controversy in front of new Speccenter. That's artist
Killmaster encircled in his own ironwork. Full story on the Speccenter and its first production experience on page 19,
inside this issue.
Readers will also find out who's been behind BSU's Health Sciences growth over the years (Page 13); why BSU is
excited about chances for legislative funding of a "home" for education courses (Page 3); and what BSU experts
think about the student who can't write (Page 18).
so

For sports buffs, Chuck Scheer caught glimpses of basketball and wrestling excitement (Pages 10-11); there's
Larry Burke's discovery of BSU poetry people brightening bus rides (Page 7); and even a team-approach to breast
cancer prevention (Page 14).

So goes Focus, for January. Enjoy.
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